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What Will It Be? 
By Ruth Gibbs Zwall 


HAT will it be, to know Him 
Even as we are known— 
Fall at His feet in worship 
By an eternal throne? 


What will it be, to see Him, 

Live in His presence there, 
Touching the hands that bought us, 
Finding His face so fair? 


Home from the earthly journey, 
Safe for eternity; 

All that the Saviour promised— 
That is what Heaven will be. 
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Union and Communion 


If the relationship and differences be- 
tween union and communion were well 
understood, it might save much heart- 
ache. When anyone is born again 
through faith in Christ as Saviour he is 
united with Him as the branches are to 
the vine, and he has communion with 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. When he 
commits sin that communion is broken, 
but not the union. God seals His chil- 
dren with the Holy Spirit (Eph. 1:13), 
and the Comforter comes to abide for- 
ever (John 14:16). Christ is the Father, 
Wwe are in Him, and He in us (John 14: 
20). Every redeemed one has the Spirit 
of Christ (Rom. 8:9). When we sin we 
grieve the Holy Spirit, which we are 
told not to do: “And grieve not the 
Holy Spirit of God, whereby ye are 


sealed unto the day of redemption” 
(Eph. 4:30). The way to restore com- 
munion when it is broken is clearly set 
forth in 1 John 1:9 (a verse very well 
known to most Christians because they 
so often need it): “If we confess our 
sins, he is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and to cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness.”. This means specific 
confession, not merely a general, per- 
functory acknowledgment that we are 
sinners. When we sincerely confess our 
sins from a contrite heart, with a deter- 
mination by God’s grace to make a 
clean break with them, then we can 
count upon God’s faithfulness to for- 
give and cleanse us on the ground of 
the substitutionary death of Christ on 
the cross. Before showing this way of 
restoration, the Apostle John had said, 
“But if we walk in the light, as he is in 
the light, we have fellowship one with 
another, and the blood of Jesus Christ 
his Son cleanseth us from all sin” (1 
John 1:7); and, shortly after, he wrote, 
“And if any man sin, we have an ad- 
vocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous: and he is the propitia- 
tion for our sins: and not for our’s only, 
but also for the sins of the whole world” 


(1 John 2:1, 2). The relationship is much 
like that in a human family. When a boy 
disobeys, a loving father does not dis- 
own him, but punishes him and in- 
structs him; the relationship of father 
and son was never broken, though the 
free and easy fellowship was. Thus 
when a Christian sins, God chastens 
him to bring him back into full com- 
munion through confession and repent- 
ance. He may need to do no more than 
to let us alone for a while, as it were, to 
suffer the consequences in conscience 
and life of our wrong-doing; or He may 
allow some severe, outward trial to come 
upon us to bring us to our senses. When 
the truths of union and communion are 
seen in the right light, discouragement 
and despair can be avoided and restora- 
tion is likely to be quicker. They. may 
be graphically represented.in this way: 
1. Union with Christ begun 

2. Comrhunion with Father, Son, and 

Spirit 

3. Sin committed 

4. Communion broken 
5. Sin confessed 

6. Communion restored 
7. Union with Christ continues 
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Il. The Duty of Being One's Self 


Second in the series, “Ourselves and Others,” by H. Clay Trumbull 


OT imitation, but individuality, is 
IN recounizes by every true man as 

the ideal of his personality. “I 
must be myself,” he says, “whatever 
comes of it.” To seem another than one’s 
self is insincerity, if not hypocrisy; and 
hypocrisy is as despicable as sincerity 
is admirable. And the ideal of the true 
man for himself is the ideal of others 
for the true man. 

Yet, as a simple matter of fact, those 
persons who are most desirous of being 
and seeming their own selves are least 
likely to know what it is to be one’s 
self, or to know what they mean by the 





Comfort for Dark Days 





“And he hath put a new song in 
my mouth, even praise unto our 
God: many shall see it, and fear, 
and shall trust in the Lord” (Psa. 
40:3). 
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term “one’s self,” when they express 
their sense of the duty of being one’s 
self; and, again, those persons who 
most urgently press the importance of 
this duty on others are as ignorant of 
its nature and scope as are those on 
whom they press it. 

What is “one’s self’? Is every man’s 
self a unit in spirit and purpose and aim, 
without any conflict of feelings, or any 
struggle between contending interests 
of being? Or is one’s self, in most cases, 
a seeming mass of contradictions, with 
varying spirit, with diverse purposes 
and aims, with a ceaseless conflict of 
feelings, and with a wearisome struggle 
of ever-contending interests of being, 
going on below the surface of the outer 
personality? Is there no such thing as 
one’s better self, as distinct from one’s 
worse self; one’s nobler self, as distinct 
from one’s unworthier self? If, indeed, 
one’s self be, or seems to be, a double 
self or a cluster of selves, which self is 
the real self that one ought to be, or 


ought to seem to be, in order to be sin- 





410 (2) 


cere beyond all doubt or question? 
What is one’s self? What is it to be one’s 
self? What is it to seem one’s self? 

Must a man, in order to be himself, 
indulge his natural appetites and pas- 
sions, and follow the bent of his temper 
and inclinations? Must he refuse to rec- 
ognize a difference between his lower 
nature and his higher, and simply give 
expression at all times to his inclinings 
and impellings of the hour? If, on the 
other hand, he deliberately conceals all 
that which he or others would count 
evil in itself, or unworthy of himself as 
& man, and shows out only that which 
he and they would be ready to commend 
as admirable, how can he be said to be 
acting sincerely, or to be seeming or 
being himself? Is one’s self, in short, 
one’s best self, or one’s worst self? Is 
seeming one’s self seeming one’s noblest 
self, or seeming one’s unworthier self? 
What is one’s self? What is it to be one’s 
self? What is it to seem one’s self? 

One’s real self is surely not his lowest 
and worst self, against which his higher 
and better self is zealously contending. 
No man would admit that that was so in 
his own case, nor would any man claim 
that it would be fair to judge his fellow 
by that standard. On the other hand, 
one’s real self is not himself in the di- 
rection of his highest and best prompt- 
ings, if he be all the while resisting those 
promptings, and deliberately choosing a 
lower plane of living and being. One’s 
real self is himself at his best, in the 
direction of his aspirings and strivings; 
it is himself as he wants to be, and as he 
is trying to be, rather than himself as 
he now is. Browning’s David gives the 
real measure of every true man’s nobler 
self: 

’Tis not what man Does which exalts him, 

but what man Would do! 
This is the self that a man ought to be 
and to seem to be, and this is the self 
that others should desire a man to be 
and to seem to be. 

A true man is often prompted by his 
worst self to say or to do that which he 
knows to be wrong, while his better self 
protests against his yielding to that 


prompting. If at such a time he were to, 


speak out, or do, the wrong to which his 
worst self prompts him, and against 
which his better self protests, he would 
so far misrepresent or conceal his best 
self, by bringing his worst self into ex- 
clusive prominence. Thus doing he would 
fail of being himself, by being himself; 
fail of being his whole self, by being the 
lesser part of himself; fail of being the 
self that he is trying to be, by seeming 
to be the self that he is trying not to be. 
His real self at such a time is that self 
that is before him as an ideal, and to- 
ward which he is struggling—however 
unsuccessfully. In this sense it is true 
that a man’s real self is ordinarily a 
better self than his present self; for his 
real self is that which he strives to be, 
while his present self exhibits his lack 
in the direction of his strivings. 

With ourselves as we are, and with 
our constant promptings and impellings 
toward evil as we find them, it is our 
evident duty to be better than we are, 
and to show ourselves as we know that 
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we ought to be, instead of as we find that 
we are inclined to be. Being one’s self 
is, in fact, having control of one’s self, 
rather than being controlled by one’s 
self. 

But says one, “If I feel angry, oughtn’t 
I to show that that is my feeling? How 
can I be sincere when I simulate a feel- 
ing that is not real?” The proper guide 
of conduct is conviction of duty, not 
feeling about duty. Whatever you may 
feel, you ought to do and say that which 
is right. There is no merit in mere sin- 
cerity. Sincerity, like consistency, is com- 
mendable only when it is in the direc- 
tion of the right. If you feel the impel- 
lings of lust or appetite, it is only to 
your discredit if you show your sincer- 
ity by giving open expression to your 
sinful desires. Your plain duty is to re- 
press and cover up, and to try to crush 
out, those impellings. If you feel in- 
clined to be dishonest, or untruthful, or 
unkind, your duty is to act as you 
ought to want to do, rather than as you 
do want to do. 

That which we have no right to feel, 
we have no right to show when we do 
feel. The evil that is in one’s self ought 
not to be shown out by one’s self. It is 
bad enough to have it inside, and to feel 
it there. It is still worse to give it ex- 
pression in act or in word. Being one’s 
self by such a disclosure is being one’s 
worst self, or is, in fact, seeming worse 
than one’s self. If, indeed, one ought to 
feel anger against another, or ought to 
feel indignation at his course, one may 
have a duty to make a show of anger, 
or of indignation, accordingly, whether 
he feels it for the moment or not; for 
in all things it is one’s duty to ‘seem as 
he ought to feel, rather than to seem 
as he happens to feel. 

It is in the ordinary intercourse of 
life that this truth has its more important 
applications, and that the difficulties in 
the way of its application are more ap- 
parent to many an honest-minded seeker 
after the right standard of seeming and 
doing. “Ought I to seem kindly toward 
one, when I feel unkindly toward him?” 
“Is it not insincerity on my part, when 
I seem to like one whom I really dis- 
like?” “How can I be myself when I con- 
ceal my feelings of disapprobation of 
another’s character and course in my 
more familiar conversations with him?” 
These are the questions that puzzle and 
perplex, and that often are a means of 
misleading those who want to be right 
and to do right at any cost. And these 
questions are easily answered in the 
light of the principles already -consid- 
ered. 

How you ought to feel is of more im- 
portance than how you do feel. If it be 
your unmistakable duty to feel that the 
character and conduct of another should 
have your manifest condemnation, then, 
indeed, you ought to show that feeling 
accordingly; but in showing that feeling, 


. you ought also to show another phase of 


your feelings, or you will fail to be and 
to seem your true self. A judge on the 
bench, when he sentences a prisoner to 
the gallows, adds the tender and sym- 
pathetic words, “And may God have 
mercy on your soul!” You ought not to 
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be less kindly and considerate toward 
one whom you condemn than is a just 
magistrate toward a convicted murderer, 
If, howéver, you are for the moment 
swayed by unkind or unjust feelings, 
you certainly have a duty to battle 
against those feelings without making 
known the fact of your battling. In or- 
der to be your true self at your best, 
under such circumstances, you need to 
repress and control all impulses that 
are not in the direction of your best 
self. eh 

If you dislike some qualities in a per- 
son, while you recognize other qualities 
in him as commendable, you ought to 
feel the force of his good side as truly 
as you do of his bad side. To show him 
your dislike of that which you disap- 
prove, without showing him, with like 

(Continued on page 420) 








Notes on Open Letters 


Is Mass Evangelism Wrong? 


For years I have been helped by 
your answers to questions sent you. 
Now I have one of my own. A radio 
minister preached last night against 
mass evangelism, implying that one 
could not be really saved in an evan- 
gelistic meeting, and that such 
methods are contrary to Christ's 
teaching on earth. He said Christ 
won souls singly, the woman at the 
well, etc. Please give your opinion on 
this subject—A Pennsylvania reader. 


God still saves souls through personal 
work and the preaching of the Gospel 
in large meetings. He has been doing 
this since New Testament times. 

It is true that the Lord Jesus Christ 
won many to Himself through personal 
dealing, but He also spoke to crowds. 
When He taught in the Temple “about 
the midst of the feast,” it is recorded 
that “many of the people believed on 
him, and said, When Christ cometh, will 
he do more miracles than these which 
this man hath done?” (John 7:31) 
Again, after coming in from the mount 
of Olives early in the morning, “he 
came again into the temple, and all the 
people came unto him; and he sat down, 
and taught them... . As he spake these 
words, many believed on him” (John 
8:1, 2, 30). “Beyond Jordan . . . where 
John at first baptized . . . many resorted 
unto him ... and many believed on 
him there” (John 10: 40-42). 

Peter preached to a great crowd at 
Pentecost. “Then they that gladly re- 
ceived his.word were baptized: and the 
same day there were added unto them 
about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41). 
Paul preached to numbers of people at 
different times (Acts 13: 14-41, 44; 17:22 
31). 

George Whitefield, John Wesley, C. H. 
Spurgeon, J. Wilbur Chapman, and Billy 
Sunday all preached to tremendous 
crowds and God mightily used them to 
the saving of souls. And God is doing 
the same thing today through such serv 
ants of His as Charles E. Fuller and 
Billy Graham. 
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A Theologian With a Pastor's Heart 


Glimpses of the life and work of Dr. John F. Walvoord 


door of Rosen Heights Presbyte- 

rian Church on Fort Worth’s north 
side, saw a tall man of heavy muscular 
build fixing a light switch. His work 
clothes showed he had been crawling 
under the church floor. Disappointed at 
not seeing a man of ministerial appear- 
ance, the visitor blurted out: “Can you 
tell me the address—? Oh, . you 
wouldn’t know. You're only the elec- 
trician.” With that he shut the door, not 
knowing that he had been looking at 
the young pastor after all. 

Dr. John F. Walvoord is a theologian 
with a practical turn of mind. When he 
became pastor of Rosen Heights Pres- 
byterian Church he discovered that 
there were ho wall sockets for fans and 
other appliances. Rather than call on 
someone else, he set about to install 
them himself. 

His first Christian service was chil- 
dren’s work. He conducted about forty 
vacation Bible schools in his early years. 
He still has pleasant memories of his 
mission work with rural Sunday schools 
in Nebraska. He carried his love for 
children to his pastorate. Returning 
home one evening from church he was 
ready to park the car when he dis- 
covered a child on the back seat. His 
automobile was usually loaded with 
children who needed transportation to 
the services. This one had forgotten to 
get out when he should. 


' STRANGER, peering in the front 


An Asset That Enriches His Ministry 


Dr. Walvoord’s pastoral experience is 
one of the assets that enriches his min- 
istry as president of Dallas Theological 
Seminary. Following in the footsteps of 
the late Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer, 
founder of the school, Dr. Walvoord has 
become one of the leading spokesmen 
for the premillennial, dispensational in- 
terpretation of the Bible popularized by 
Dr. C. I. Scofield and systematized in 
an eight-volume theology by Dr. Chafer. 

In his new role, Dr. Walvoord has had 
to defend dispensationalism against a 
gtowing attack from both Modernists 
and fellow premillennialists. His han- 
dling of this situation has reflected his 
practical, pastoral heart. He+sees Mod- 
ernism as the wolf seeking to divide 
and devour the premillennial flock by 
centering its attack on the dispensa- 
tional question. Dr. Walvoord’s treat- 
ment of issues dividing premillennial- 
ists portrays his basic conviction that 
Such differences should not lead to bit- 
terness. All Bible believers should rec- 
ognize Modernism as the greater enemy 
against whom we must stand united. 

A specialist in the field of Biblical 
Eschatology, Dr. .Walvoord holds that 
the Church will be caught up to meet 
the Lord before the seven-year tribu- 
lation begins. After this seven-year pe- 
Tiod, which he identifies with the sev- 
entieth week of Daniel (9:27), Christ 


“Why should we pray when every- 
. thing is going well?” asks Presi- 
dent Walvoord in a recent bulletin 
letter. “There are many reasons. At 
such times there is special cause to 
offer praise and thanksgiving to 
Gad. At Dallas Seminary the school 
year now in progress will go down 
in history as one of our best, and 
we can say with Nahum, ‘The Lord 
is good’ (Nah. 1:7). For the first 
time since the founding of the Semi- 
nary in 1924 our enrollment has 
gone over 300 with 303 registered. 
Also for the first time an entering 
class of 89 has been enrolled.” 

The Evangelical Theological Col- 
lege, which later became Dallas 
Theological Seminary, was founded 
in 1924 by Dr. Lewis Sperry Chafer 
and incorporated the next year. Mr. 
Price was graduated from the Semi- 
nary in 1946, and is now the director 
of the Bible Lovers League (P.O. 
Box 9081, Oklahoma City 15, Okla.). 








will return to earth to set up His king- 
dom. His latest book, “The Rapture 
Question,” is a detailed exposition of 
this doctrine in the light of recent ob- 
jections offered against it. 

Riding to Fort Worth with Dr. Wal- 
voord ‘some years ago, I decided to 
broach the question of law and grace. 
Dispensationalists say that the believer 
is not subject to the law of Moses, in- 
cluding the Ten Commandments. Other 
premillenarians hold that the Christian 
should obey the moral concepts of the 
law of Moses, not as the ground of sal- 
vation but as a part of the standard of 
the Christian life. 

At that time I felt that the dispensa- 
tionalists were ‘wrong. I argued that 
killing, lying, and stealing are always 
wrong in every age and that the moral 
law is eternal, being based on the char- 
acter of God. Therefore, I considered 
that the believer is subject to the moral 
concepts of.the law of Moses. 


An Apt Illustration on Law and Grace 


Dr. Walvoord did not seem to be dis- 
turbed by my logic. Calmly he gave a 
simple illustration that cast new light 
on the subject for me. “If a man should 
steal in Arkansas, he would be tried 
under the laws of that state. Another 
man stealing in Texas would be prose- 
cuted under their statutes. Both codes 
recognize that stealing is wrong, but 
they may deal somewhat differently 
with the thief. Both law and grace take 
some of the same sins into account, but 
each deals with the offender according 
to its own system.” 

Connected with Dallas Seminary since 
1931, Dr. Walvoord has one of the long- 
est continuous associations with the 
school of all members of the present 
faculty. Following his graduation with 
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the Th.D. degree in 1936, he joined the 
faculty as associate professor of Sys- 
tematic Theology and Registrar. fn 1945 
he was invited to become assistant to, 
the president. Holding this office until 
the death of Dr. Chafer in 1952, he also 
served most of this time as chairman of 
the faculty. 

The years of his service in the admin- 
istration of the school saw it rise from 
a small struggling seminary to one of 
the largest theological schools in the 
country not sponsored by a denomina- 
tional organization or related to a col- 
lege or university. The present enroll- 
ment is around three hundred. 

Dr. Walvoord is quick to disclaim any 
major credit for the development of 
the school. Emphasizing that he only 
contributed his share to the total pic- 
ture, he attributes the growth of Dallas 
“in part to the general recognition of 
our seminary educationally.” 

Rejoicing that the school has been 
able to pay debts incurred during de- 
pression years and has emerged from a 
recent expansion program with no over- 
due obligations, he observes, “It was 
certainly of the Lord.” The new $170,- 
000 Chafer Chapel, humanly promoted 
only by occasional announcements, was 
dedicated at his inauguration with most 
of the funds given in less than three 
years. ; 


His Early Training 

Brought up in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Sheboygan, Wis., where his 
father was an elder and the superin- 
tendent of the Sunday school, John 
Walvoord went to church from the time 
he was a month old. Having been in- 
structed in the Bible and the catechism, 
he was admitted to church membership 
at nine years of age. In his early teens 
he decided that the Lord was calling 
him to the Gospel ministry. 

An important turn in his life came in 
1925 when the family moved to Racine, 
Wis., where John, then fifteen years old, 
was invited to attend a Bible class led 
by the Rev. William McCarrell, who 
traveled from his pastorate in Cicero, 
Ill., each Thursday to teach the course. 
The studies that fall were in Galatians. 
Through this course young John Wal- 
voord realized for the first time that 
salvation was by grace and made possi- 
ble solely by the’ sacrifice of Christ. 
Concerning this crisis he says, “If I was 
not saved prior to this experience, I 
certainly was then.” 

At Racine High School he got his letter 
in football, basketball; and track. En- 
rolling in Wheaton College, he limited 
his athletics to football and track, earn- 
ing his letter in both sports. He also de- 
bated on three championship teams dur- 
ing college years. Following his gradua- 
tion from Dallas, he earned his M.A. 
degree from Texas Christian University 
in 1945. e 
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Rural mission work during student 
days at Dallas provided his first preach- 
ing experience. Traveling to a small 
community, called Sublet, southwest of 
Dallas, with W. E. Hawkins of Radio 
Revival, the young seminarian learned 
how to make his pastoral prayers prac- 
tical. Arriving at the one-room school 
where services were held, they found the 
buildirig unswept and cold. It was not 
easy to get a fire started with the wet 
wood gathered from the yard. This sit- 
uation called for action, but who could 
be asked to get things ready for the next 
Sunday? When the service was over Mr. 
Hawkins startled young Walvoord by 
praying, “Lord, may the house be swept 
and the fire be burning when we come 
back next Sunday.” The next week 
things improved at Sublet. 

In the same community he learned 
the simplicity of mission finance when 
the grateful-Sunday school superinten- 
dent gathered enough eggs from the 
whole community to raise three dollars 
and some odd cents in cash at the de- 
pression price of nine cents a dozen. 
This was his love offering for a year’s 
ministry. 

He was later called to the Rosen 
Heights Presbyterian Church where he 
was pastor for sixteen years. He was 
moderator of the Fort Worth Presby- 
tery twice during this period.. While 
residing in Fort Worth he married Miss 
Geraldine Lundgren. The Lord has 
blessed their home with three sons. 
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Following his election to the presidency 
of the Seminary he moved to Dallas and 
is now a member of Rheinhardt Bible 
Church. 

His weekly radio Bible class has been 
broadcast by Radio Revival for the last 
eleven years. On the air he speaks as a 
man acquainted with the needs of peo- 
ple, not as a theologian defining an ab- 
stract truth. He recognizes that most of 
his listeners have little or no Bible back- 
ground and some of them listen only 
occasionally. He talks to them as indi- 
viduals and gives them something sim- 
ple for their personal spiritual needs. 
The warmth of his pastoral background 
seems to shine through in his remarks 
directed to the sorrowing and tempted 
who are probably in every unseen radio 
audience. 

Dr. Walvoord, who is editor of Bib- 
liotheca Sacra,-the theological quarterly 
published by Dallas Seminary, has given 
himself to the ministry of writing since 
he entered. the presidency. Three recent 
volumes have been added to the one 
published some years ago titled, “The 
Holy Spirit.” “The Return of the Lord,” 
“The Thessalonian Epistles” and “The 
Rapture Question” are his latest works 
(Dunham Pub. Co., Findlay, Ohio). Dr. 
Watlvoord’s writings will probably ex- 
pand in the years ahead. While his pen 
is productive, the Christian reading pub- 
lic is not likely to forget the major Bib- 
lical issues expounded by Scofield and 
Chafer in whose path he follows. 

OKLAHOMA CITY. 


IX. The Relation of Angels 


to Believers (Part 2) 


Their ministry to the young, to praying saints, 
and to departing and resurrected Christians 


By HERBERT LOCKYER, D.D., Litt.D., F.R.G.S. 


AST week, three references to the 

ministry of angels to the Church as 
a whole were considered, and three ways 
in which they minister to individuals. 
This week we continue with their min- 
istry to the individual saints. 


7. Angels care for the young in faith—_ 
Our Lord’s word about the angels and 
the young (Matt. 18:10) is admittedly 
capable of a double meaning. Are young 
children for whom the sacrifice of Christ 
avails, or babes in Christ, referred to? 
Can we not take it both ways? Doubt- 
less Christ still had the young child in 
His arms whom He had used to illus- 
trate humility (vv. 1-6) and to warn of 
offenses yet to come (vv. 7-9). The Bi- 
ble declares the definite and special 
guardianship of angels for young and 
old alike (Psa. 34:7; 91:11; Heb. 1:14). 
What is added to the general fact here 
is that those who have the guardian- 
ship of the little ones assigned to them 
are among the most noble of the heav- 
enly host, and are as the angels of the 
Presence, who, like Gabriel, stand be- 


fore the face of God, and rejoice in the 


bgatific vision (Luke 1:19). 


Interpreted in the light of what fol- 
lows (Matt. 18:11-14), the words of 
Christ Jesus appear to have a wider 
range and include the “little ones,” the 
childlike as well as childrén—all, in- 
deed, whom Christ came to save. The 
pathway of those who are young in the 
faith is beset with trials and perils, but 
they have heavenly guards to protect 
them. The text also teaches heavenly 
representation of the redeemed while 
they are still upon the earth, and a 
divine warning is given not to despise 
such. What courtesy, care, and affection 
fellow saints should manifest toward 
those who are subjects of such contin- 
uous angelic interest and representa- 
tion! 

How comforting is this daily and 
hourly promoted active agency of the 
most dignified angels: commissioned by 
the Saviour to care for His own! 

8. Angels assist in answering the 
prayers of saints—It is apparent that 
the angels exercise some particular 
function in presenting the prayers of 
believers, incensed by Christ’s merits, 
the one Mediator, before God (Rev. 8: 





* 28:12, 18; John 1:51), assures us of the 
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3, 4; 5:8). Angelic beings are also asso. 
ciated with the answering of prayer. 
Daniel, perplexed by divine visions, 
prayed for understanding, and one of 
the ministering spirits assured him that 
wisdom would be granted (Dan. 10:12, 
14). As one expositor reminds us: 

“Hezekiah prays, and an angel de-. 
stroys the Assyrians. Cornelius prays, 
and an angel directs him to send for 
Peter. The Jerusalem church prays, and 
an angel opens the doors of Peter's 
prison. The agency is no less real be- 
cause they are invisible.” 

What must be made clear is that an- 
gels must not be prayed to, which is 
thrice forbidden (Rev. 19:10; 22:8, 9; 
Col. 2:18). “When we send an offering to 
the King, the King’s messenger durst 
not appropriate the King’s exclusive 
due.” The angels themselves are wor- 
shipers. Alas, however, Roman Cathol- 
icism falsely teaches the ability of 
angels and departed saints to hear and 
aid the petitions of those on earth. Cath- 
olics are wrongly taught to choose some 
saint who has passed on to be their 
guardian angel, and then to pay some- 
thing to have that saint or angel, like 
Michael, to do them some favor. But 
the practical precept of angels is as clear 
as day, “Worship God!” Compare with 
the warning against the worship of good 
angels (Col. 2:18) the worship of demons 
(1 Cor. 10:21). 

We owe the angels no worship, for 
though their dignity, and glory, and 
holiness may command our admiration, 
they are only our superior fellow serv- 
ants in the Kingdom of God. There may 
be a difference and distance between 
their persons and ours, as to dignity and 
power, yet as one of them directly de- 
clares, “I am thy fellow servant” (Rev. 
19: 10; 22:9). 

The day is coming when the distance 
and enmity between them and us, by 
reason of sin, will be taken away and 
oneness in design and communion real- 
ized. The praises of angels are to be 
mingled with the praises of the Church 
to compose an entire worship (Col. i 
20; Rev. 5:9, 12) around 

The living throne, the sapphire-blaze 
Where angels tremble as they gaze. 

9. Angels afford evidence of Gods 
love and care for saints. Divine love and 
goodness are manifested in angelic ap- 
pearances to men. They give proof to 
His people, of the love and care of God, 
by virtue of the mediation of Christ 
The extraordinary dream Jacob had at 
Bethel, to which our Lord alluded (Gen. 


benevolent office of angels. At God's 
command they fulfill their mission of 
love, and, working by His authority, 
promote His glory in saving “the heirs 
of salvation.” 

10. Angels convey to Heaven the souls 
of saints—Ministers of grace now, a 
the dying hour, the angels carry the be 
liever’s soul to Paradise (Luke 16:22). 
In his lifetime, the beggar had dogs % 
his companions, but at death, a retinue 
of angels bore him to “a land that # 











fairer than day.” All saints, no matte 
how poor and lowly some may be, preé 
ently under the guardian care of a 
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gels, have angels as their convoys at 
death into the presence of the King. 
Angels of Jesus, Angels of light, 
Singing to welcome the pilgrims 
of the night. 

The Jews held that the souls of the 
just were conveyed to the mansions of 
the blest by angels. “None but the just 
can enter Paradise, whither their souls 
are conveyed by angels.” Jewish writers 
also describe “three ministering angels 
receiving the soul of a righteous man.” 
There are those who speak of “three 
companions of ministering angels at- 
tending the dead. One company says, 
‘Come in peace’; another says, ‘Walking 
in his uprightness’; the third, ‘He shall 
enter into peace.’” 

Angels, then, attend the saints at their 
dissolution and bring them “through the 
valley of the shadow of death” to heav- 
enly glory. They minister at the ap- 
proach of death, and then convey the 
soul to the mansions above. Ancient 
writers thought of the twelve angels at 
the twelve gates of the holy city as the 
angelie porters of Heaven. Angels serve 
in connection with the dead (Mark 13: 
27; Heb. 12:22, 23). 

Lord! when I leave this mortal ground, 

And Thou shalt bid me rise and come, 

Send a beloved angel down, 

Safe to convey my spirit home! 

—Isaac Watts 

11. Angels minister at the resurrection 
of saints—Angels .of light and glory, 
in their countless thousands, led by the 
great archangel, are to have a share in 
the grand occasion of the gathering of 
the ransomed (1 Thess. 4:16, 17; Matt. 
24:30, 31). While it is true that— 

An angel’s arm can’t snatch me from the 

grave . 

Legions of angels can’t confine me there! 
Yet they will have an honorable and 
conspicuous part in marshaling the 
ranks of the redeemed and glorified mil- 
lions, inheriting the Kingdom of their 
Father. 


While the angels are not able to con- 
tribute to the work of resurrection, in 
restoring the scattered dust to life and 
beauty, with immortal dignity, they will 
yet render due service and honor to 
their sovereign Lord, and ours, by gath- 
ering “together his elect from the four 
winds, from one end of heaven to the 
other” (Matt. 24:31). Bearing and accom- 
panying the souls of saints to Heaven, so 
doubtless the angels will share in gath- 
ering the bodies of believers and con- 
ducting them into the full possession of 
their eternal inheritance. Angels, spec- 
tators of the glorious course that be- 
lievers run, will exult to see them 
crowned with glory at last. 


12. Angels are ultimately made one 
with the saints.—Does not Scripture fur- 
ther teach that there is to be a blessed 
communion and intercourse between the 
two great branches of the family of 
God, namely, the saints and the angels? 
Is this not the harmonious community 
Paul speaks of in Colossians 1:18-20? 
Believers are to “come .. . to an innum- 
erable company of angels” (Heb. 12:22), 
and this meeting, like every other meet- 
ing of angels with thé Church, is always 
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Transformed, the saints will be quali- 
fied:for companionship and intercourse 
with the angels of God (Luke 20: 34-36; 
Phil. 3:20, 21). 

“Angels from friendship gather half 
their joy.” The association of saints and 
angels in Heaven is surely intimated in 
John’s sublime description of the uni- 
versal assembly of the blessed (Rev. 

. 5:9-13). The whole chorus of saints and 
angels join in the heavenly song, “Bless- 
ing, and honour, and glory, and power, 
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be unto him that sitteth on the throne.” 

Our Lord declared that the saints are 
“to be equal to the angels” (or “like 
unto angels”). Saints will never be an- 
gels, but they will resemble them in 
immortality, the nature of their bodies, 
and moral excellence, and in honorable 
stations and employments. Like the an- 
gels, the saints will be robed with un- 
fading youth, untiring activity, and per- 
fect holiness. 

(To be continued) 





Many-Talented Missionaries 


Some of the duties in which present-day missionaries must specialize 


THESE days, specialization seems to 
be the watchword, the secret of suc- 
cess, the goal, the ultimate in any en- 
deavor. And, on the mission field, it is 
becoming increasingly evident that this 
is the trend, as aviation, medicine, radio, 
education, literature are being used on 
all fields to make Christ known. 

The Orinoco River Mission has sev- 
eral specialized projects—a Bible insti- 
tute, a launch ministry, and recently a 
press and bookstore ministry. But sta- 
tion work has long been one of its spe- 
cialities, and I would like to show how 
station work specialists are needed. An- 
other name for them might be jacks of 
all trades (and masters of one—making 
Christ known through every opportu- 
nity). 

A missionary on his or her station has 
unlimited opportunities. Shall we visit 
one of the stations in Venezuela where 
there is a missionary couple and a single 
woman missionary, and accompany them 
for a few weeks? We are their guests, so 
they have made special preparation for 
our coming, and arranged our room with 
a fan and a mosquito net. The tempera- 
ture averages 93° to 95° the year round, 
so no blankets are needed. We might 
think we are their first visitors for a 
long time, but as we look at their guest 
book we see they have had an average 
of two to three guests a night for nearly 
a year, and, by the time we leave, we 
know that this number doesn’t include 
those who are entertained for meals 
at different times! So a specialist station 
missionary, running a “missionary hotel” 
is host or hostess, as well as cook! 

As we attend the Sunday school and 
church services on Sunday, we see that 
the missionaries are also musicians 
(though not expert, perhaps), Bible 
teachers, and preachers (where there is 
no national pastor). The single woman 
missionary stays for the church business 
meeting to take the minutes, because she 
is church secretary. The church treasurer 
asked help from the man missionary re- 
garding the church books. Yes, the sta- 
tion missionary needs to have had some 
business course training. 

Each station has .a book deposit, so 
the specialist station missionary is a 
salesman! People come to the mission 
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home for books, and other helps, tracts, 
and the like. 

There are a number of weekly evan- 
gelistic services in the town and nearby 
villages, and the specialist station mis- 
sionary is called upon for a sermon, for 
transportation (if he has a car), and for 
help with the music. 

The young people form a choir that 
sings in church and oyer the radio, and 
the station missionary may play, sing, 
or even direct the choir as the need 
may be. When camp or conference time 
arrives, a good representative group of 
the young people are encouraged to 
attend, and arrangements made for their 
transportation. Child evangelism pre- 
sents an ever-present challenge and op- 
portunity to every station missionary, 
and all of the women missionaries 
schedule at least one class into a busy 
week, and many times, five or six, be- 
sides teaching a training class of na- 
tional teachers weekly. On this station 
last year twenty-two teachers taught 
495 classes reaching over seven hundred 
children every week. 

Visitation opportunities are limitless! 
The believers eagerly look forward to 
the missionary’s visits to their homes. 
These are visits of consolation, exhorta- 
tion, counseling, invitation, and investi- 
gation. And when it comes to visiting, it 
is usually a question of who gets started 
first on a given day, because so many 
nationals visit the missionary. Then there 
are hundreds of homes of unbelievers, 
whose children are perhaps in the neigh- 
borhood classes. Perhaps their Christian 
neighbors have asked the missionary to 
do a little follow-up work with someone 
with whom they have been dealing. 
Yes, the station missionary is a visita- 
tion specialist! 

Are you weary? Perhaps the mission- 
aty is, too, but there are still Bible 
classes‘to ‘prepare for, and there are the 
church services, the young people, the 
women’s meetings, and special messages 
for a campaign or conference. 

You discover that the construction 
work on the mission home or chapel 
has been held up because of these other 
important ministries. Often a station 
missionary must also be a builder. 
(Continued on page 420) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 11. 


JUNE 15. THE TIMES OF THE JUDGES 


Judges 2:11-23; 4 and 5; 21:25; printed text, 2:16-19; 4:4-9; 5:6-9 


Golden Text.—Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the 
Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon.—Isa. 55:7 


THE KiInc JAMES VERSION 

Judges 2:16 Nevertheless the Lorp raised up judges, which 
delivered them out of the hand of those that spoiled them. 

17 And yet they would not hearken unto their judges, but 
they went a whoring after other gods, and bowed themselves 
unto them: they turned quickly out of the way which their 
fathers walked in, obeying the commandments of the Lorp; 
but they did not so. 

18 And when the Lorp raised them up judges, then the 
Lorp was with the judge, and delivered them out of the hand 
of their enemies all the days of the judge: for it repented the 
Lorp because of their groanings by reason of them that op- 
pressed them and vexed them. 

19 And it came to. pass, when the judge was dead, that 
they returned, and corrupted themselves more than their 
fathers, in\following other gods to serve them, and to bow 
down unto them; they ceased not from their own doings, 
nor from their stubborn way. 


Chap. 4:4 And Deborah, a prophetess, the wife of Lapidoth, 
she judged Israel “9 that time. 

5 And she dwelt under the palm tree of Deborah between 
Ramah and Beth-el in mount Ephraim: and the children of 
Israel came up to her for judgment. 

6 And she sent and called Barak the son of Abinoam out 
of Kedesh-naphtali, and said unto him, Hath not the Lorp God 


of Israel commanded, saying, Go and draw toward mount 
Tabor, and take with thee ten thousand men of the children 
of Naphtali and of the children of Zebulun? 

7 And I will draw unto thee to the river Kishon Sisera, the 
captain of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his multitude; 
and I will deliver him into thine hand. 

8 And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt go with me, then I 
will go: but if thou wilt not go with me, then I will not go. 

9 And she said, I will surely go with thee: notwithstand- 
ing the journey that thou takest shall not be for thine hon- 
our; for the Lorp shall sell Sisera into the hand of a woman. 
And Deborah arose, and went with Barak to Kedesh. 


Chap. 5:6 In the days of iets the son of Anath, in the 
days of Jael, the highways were unoccupied, and the travel- 
lers walked through byways. 

7 The inhabitants of the villages ceased, they ceased in 
Israel, until that I Deborah arose, that I arose a mother in 
Israel. 

8 They chose new gods; then was war in the gates: was 
there a shield or spear seen among forty thousand in Israel? 

9 My heart is toward the governors of Israel, that offered 
themselves willingly among the people. Bless ye the Lor». 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the International 


Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by Inter- 
national Council of Religious Education, 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


Approach to the Lesson 

HE times of the judges in Israel 

are described thus: “In those days 

there was no king in Israel, but 
every man did that which was right in 
his own eyes” (Judges 17:6). That is 
anarchy, and indeed the periodic rule 
of the judges was the only brake against 
complete moral collapse. 

Israel was a theocracy, which means 
the rule of God. But God usually ex- 
presses Himself through a man; and 
when there was no man to represent 
God’s will to the nation, chaotic condi- 
tions resulted. 

Sooner or later a king was bound to 
emerge. Indeed, that was God’s intention, 
as seen in Deuteronomy 17:14-20. It was 
not Israel’s asking for a king in the days 
of Samuel that constituted their sin, 
but the spirit and purpose of their re- 
quest (1 Sam. 8:19, 20). Their request 
was tantamount to a rejection of God, 
in order to be “like all the nations.” 

Having no king, “every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes”—and 
that was usually wrong. For “right” with 
men usually means “what pleases my 
fancy or satisfies my desire.” The moral 
rightness is mostly a neglected factor. 

After such periods of anarchy,’ the 
task of a judge in Israel must have been 
difficult indeed. They not only had to 
restore the knowledge and worship of 
Jehovah, but also to inculcate moral 
sense. It certainly would be no easy 


, 


more than their fathers... 


x x x x 


task for a woman, but Deborah was 
greatly assisted in it by her prophetic 
gift, so that her own discernment of the 
will of God would be clear and concise. 
Her song is thought by some to lack 
the delicacy which should characterize 
a woman, but let us remember that she 
was playing the role of a man in a 
desperate day. 


Verse by Verse 


Judges 2:16.—‘“. . . the Lord raised up 
judges, which delivered them...” This 
is not the record of a single incident, 
but states a practice. It took place again 
and again, covering an era of Jewish 
history known as “the times of the 
judges,” extending from Joshua to Sam- 
uel. 

Verse 17.—“. . . they went a whoring 
after other gods .. . turned quickly out 
of the way which their fathers walked 
in...” Notice how turning to other gods 
is likened to harlotry. For “the way 
wherein their fathers walked” (A.S.V.), 
see 2:7. The impact of Joshua’s great 
leadership gradually diminished, while 
the influence of environment increased. 


Verse 18.—“. . . the Lord was with the 
judge ... all the days of the judge: for 
it repented the Lord because of their 
groanings .. .” Here the heart of God is 
seen. It was His compassion that pro- 
vided deliverers in the person of the 
judges, although the oppressions were 
all the result of Israel’s sin. 

Verse 19.—“. . . when the judge was 
dead ... they .. . corrupted themselves 
ceased not 


from ... their stubborn way.” The per- 
verse desires of the people, restrained 
during the tenure of a judge, would 
break out when his restraining presence 
was gone. Each succeeding generation 
was worse than the previous one. 

Chap. 4:4.—“. . . Deborah, a prophetess 

. judged Israel at that time.” “That 
time” refers to the days of Jabin the 
Canaanite king and Sisera his general 
(v. 2). Deborah was the only woman 
judge of Israel, and in addition she had 
the gift of prophecy. 

Verse 5.—“. . . dwelt . . . between 
Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim 

. Israel came up to her for judgment.” 
For “dwelt” read “sat.” The reference 
seems to be to the place where she sat 
for judgment, which would also be her 
home. She resided in the same area 38 
Samuel (Ramah), in the territory of 
Ephraim. 

Verse 6—“And she .. . called Barak 

. out of Kedesh-naphtali . . . take with 
thee ten thousand men of Naphtali and 

. Zebulun?” The territory of Naphtali 
was west of the Sea of Galilee, stretch- 
ing both north and south of it. Kedesh 
was in the northern part of the terri- 
tory, west from the little lake north of 
the Sea of Galilee, known as the Waters 
of Merom. The territory of Zebulun was 
right next to Naphtali on the west. Mt 
Tabor is in Naphtali territory, west from 
the southern shore of the Sea of Galilee. 

Verse 7.—“And I will draw .. . to the 
river Kishon Sisera, the captain of Ja- 
bin’s army. . . deliver him into thine 
hand.” The River Kishon gathers water 
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from the western slopes and reaches the 
Mediterranean at Haifa. 


Verse 8—“If thou wilt go with me, 
then I will go .. .” Probably it was be- 
cause of Deborah’s special prophetic 
gifts that Barak wanted her presence in 
this northern campaign. He was unsure 
of himself. , 


Verse 9—‘“I will surely go .. . shall 
not be for thine honour .. . the hand of a 
woman .. .” Since Barak put his trust 
partly in a woman rather than wholly 
in God, the chief honor of the victory 
was to go to a woman. See the sequel 
(vv. 17-22). 


Chap. 5:6.—“. .. Shamgar .. . Jael, the 
highways were unoccupied .. . walked 
through byways.” For Shamgar see 3:31 
and for Jael see 4:17-22. The untraveled 
highways indicate the fear of the people. 


Verse 7.—“. . . villages ceased .. . un- 
til that I Deborah arose . . . ¢ mother in 
Israel.” Deborah stepped into a very 
difficult situation, the nation being par- 
alyzed, without leadership. 


Verse 8—‘“They chose new gods... 
war in the gates .. .” The reason for the 
national breakdown was national sin— 
turning to other gods. Militarily they 
were reduced to impotence. 


Verse 9.—“. . . the governors of Israel, 
that offered themselves .. . Bless ye the 
Lord.” In the general debacle there were 
still patriots, ready to respond to lead- 
ership, and the remembrance of them 
stirs Deborah to bless the Lord on their 
behalf. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

God’s prophets were never sent into 
easy situations, and the Prophetess Deb- 
orah was no exception. It was a time of 
spiritual declension, with resultant po- 
litical and economic calamities that 
plagued the nation. Deborah had to as- 
sume a twofold role in political and 
Spiritual leadership. The spirit of the 
people was well nigh broken, and to stir 
them to action was no easy task. In 
addition to this, her duty to call them 
back to God was indeed a discouraging 
one. We are not told much about Deb- 
orah’s civic accomplishments but the in- 
dications are that the broken and frus- 
trated people of Israel accepted her 
leadership and came for, judgment and 
guidance to her seat between Ramah 
and Bethel. The country sorely needed 
military leadership. Deborah as a woman 
did not feel equal to this task nor 
equipped for it, but she had force of 
character enough to inspire others. No 
doubt she searched from “Dan to Beer- 
Sheba” for a commander and found 
Barak, a northerner, who would be the 
more ready to take the field since his 
part of the country was feeling the 
brunt of oppression. Even so, Barak was 
unwilling to launch a campaign without 
the inspiring presence of Deborah. He 
knew also that in a time of crisis she 
would have the word of the Lord to 
guide him. We should be just as unwill- 
ing to engage in the service of the Lord 
without His presence to direct and 
Strengthen, but so often our self-confi- 
dence carries us out on our own re- 
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Last Week’s Lesson 
10. June 8.—In the Land of Promise. 
Joshua 4;°11:16-23; 23 and 24 
Next Week’s Lesson 


12. June 22.—Who Are the 
(Temperance). 
Judges 6:1 to 8:23; 13 to 16 


Strong! 








sources, only to meet with disaster. 

Victory from the Lord calls for ac- 
knowledgment of His goodness, and 
Deborah expressed her thanksgiving in 
song. We, too, must learn not to take 
God’s blessings for granted, but to re- 
hearse them and thereby glorify His 
name. ' 


Outline of the Lesson 

1. Deborah faces a difficult situation 
(Judges 2: 16-19) 

2. Deborah makes a notable appoint- 
ment (4: 4-9) 

3. Deborah sings a triumphant song (5: 
6-9) 


Topics for Development 


Prophetesses. Prophetic ministry is 
mostly confined to men in the Bible, but 
a few women are mentioned as having 
the prophetic gift. Miriam is one of 
these. She served under the towering 
personality of her brother Moses and 
led the women of Israel in the joyful 
celebration of deliverance after the 
crossing of the Red Sea (Exod. 15:20, 
21). However, she joined Aaron in 
complaint against Moses, apparently 
through sheer envy because her pro- 
phetic gift was so largely eclipsed by 
that of Moses (Num. 12:1, 2). 

Deborah comes next. She must have 
been a woman of strong personality, 
with gifts of leadership of an outstand- 
ing character, combining the gift of 
prophecy with the judgeship. The song 
of Deborah is a remarkable relic of that 
very early prophetic ministry. 

Later in the history of Israel we come 
across the Prophetess Huldah, appar- 
ently a contemporary of Josiah, to whom 
the King sent for counsel when the Book 
of the Law was discovered and the seri- 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


OW many judges were between 
Joshua and Deborah? 

2. Why were the judges raised up? 

3. Who was the oppressor from whose 
hand Othniel delivered Israel? 

4. Who was the oppressor from whom 
Ehud delivered Israel? ; 

5. Who was the oppressor of Israel in 
the days of Deborah? 

6. Where did Deborah have her seat 
of judgment? 

7. Whom did Deborah call to lead the 
forces of Israel? 

8. Who was commander of the Ca- 
naanite army? 

9. What woman “stole” the honors in 
the victory over the Canaanites? 

10. What reason did Deborah give for 
the desolate conditions in Israel? 

(Answers on page 419) 
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ous defects of the spiritual life of the 
nation were brought to light (2 Kings 
22: 14). 

In the New Testament the daughters 
of Philip the evangelist represented 
their sex in the possession of the pro- 
phetic gift. No instance of their exercise 
of it is on record. In the presence of the 
apostles they doubtless were reticent, 
yielding place to their spiritual author- 
ity and gifts (Acts 21:8, 9). 

It is evident that male leadership is 
the usual order, but within limited 
spheres, or in the absence of male lead- 
ership, God has raised up women to 
bear His testimony. 


Prophecy. The word in the Hebrew 
comes from a root that means “to bub- 
ble.” It strongly suggests the inner tur- 
moil of the prophet until he delivered 
the message of the Lord which had 
strongly gripped him. We are reminded 
of Jeremiah who affirmed that “his word 
was in mine heart as a burning fire shut 
up in my bones, and I was weary with 
forbearing, and I could not stay” (Jer. 
20:9). 

The prophet sometimes was cast into 
an ecstasy to receive and deliver his 
message, but this was unusual. They 
are men in full control of their facul- 
ties, while yet caught up in the power of 
the Holy Spirit. 

It is a mistake to think of their work 
as purely or mainly prediction. They 
were forthtellers before they were fore- 
tellers, and in some of them the predic- 
tive element was comparatively small. 

Being a prophet gave Deborah an in- 
timacy of communion with God which 
must have been of unspeakable value to 
her in her difficult task of judging Israel 
in days of spiritual declension and dark- 
ness. 


Practical Applications 

When men do that which is right in 
their own eyes, they are wrong most of 
the time. 

Loving the world rather than God is 
harlotry of the spirit, and is quite as 
culpable as physical harlotry. 

The persistence of human sin is 
matched only by the persistence of di- 
vine compassion. 

There are Jezebels who stir men to 
extremities of evil, but there are also 
Deborahs who stir men to heroic deeds. 

Victory calls for celebration, and there 
is no better celebration than a song of 
praise to the God who gives it. 


Golden Text ; 

Isa. 55:7.—“Let the wicked forsake his 
way ... and let him return ... to our 
God, for he will abundantly pardon.” 
There can be no pardon without repent- 
ance: the righteousness of God -assures 
that. There will be no repentance with- 
out pardon: the mercy of God will see 
to that. And the way back is through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Exmuurst, ILL. 


x 


All God’s giants have been weak men, 
who did great things for God because 
they reckoned on His being with them. 
—J. Hudson Taylor. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Nevertheless the Lord raised up 
judges, which delivered them .. .” 
(Judges 2: 16) —The Apostle Paul said the 
Lord gave Israel “judges about the space 
of four hundred and fifty years” (Acts 
13: 20). 

A perusal of the Book of Judges re- 
veals the sad fact that although the 
Lord wrought miracles of deliverance 
for them, they soon forgot Him and 
turned to other gods; forcing the Lord 
to deliver them into the hands of their 
enemies, who spoiled and distressed 
them. 

They were serving Baal and Ashtaroth 
at this time; yet our lesson opens with 
the surprisingly gracious words, “Never- 
theless the Lord raised up judges, which 
delivered [or saved] them out of the 
hand of those that spoiled them.” Truly 
the Lord is longsuffering! 

From the Prophet Samuel we learn 
that when Israel cried unto the Lord in 
the depth of their distresses, their cry 
was a confession of their guilt. “We have 
sinned, because we have forsaken the 
Lord, and have served Baalim and 
Ashtaroth: but now deliver us... and 
we will serve thee” (1 Sam. 12:10). 

The thought comes to us that the 
Israelites were under the domination of 
the Romans when God “raised unto 
Israel a Saviour, Jesus” (Acts 13:23). 
All the other judges were but types, or 
figures, of this last Saviour! “Of whom,” 
said Stephen, “ye have been now the 
betrayers and murderers” (Acts 7:52). 

We thank God for the faith of the 
remnant in Him; but there has been no 
national confession of their guilt in 
Slaying Him. Their rejection of Him 
has opened the door of opportunity to 
the Gentiles (Acts 13:46; 28:28). We 
weep (inwardly at least) at Israel’s re- 
jection of their Messiah, but rejoice in 
the prophecy that assures us that ulti- 
mately they will confess their sin and 
acknowledge Him as Lord and Saviour 
(Isa. 53). In, the interim, we are happy 
to know that “through their fall salva- 
tion is come unto the Gentiles” (Rom. 
11:11). 

It is an unspeakable joy for preachers 
and teachers and personal workers to 
realize that the preaching of the Gospel 
is not limited to the “lost sheep of the 
house of Israel,” as it once was (Matt. 
10:5, 6). Today it is for the “world” 
(John 3:17), for “whosoever” (Rom. 10: 
13), and “thou” (Rom. 10:9). 

At the close of a service in which the 
Lord Jesus Christ was presented re- 
cently as a crucified, buried, risen, and 
ascended Saviour, one dear man said 
to me,~“What you have said tonight will 
remain with me a long time, yea, for- 
ever!” 

“. .. when the judge was dead,... 
they returned, and corrupted them- 
selves” (Judges 2:19).—These words 


have a familiar ring, sad to say. We 
read them in connection with the death 
of Joshua (Judges 2:7-11). The Apostle 
Paul predicted what was going to hap- 
pen after his departure (Acts 20:29, 30). 
And notice the somewhat similar words 
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of the Apostle Peter (2 Pet. 1:13-16). 

It is impossible for us to estimate the 
height, depth, length, and breadth of the 
influence exerted by a godly leader over 
people. A magnet draws and holds 
pieces of steel together, until it is taken 
away. So an influential leader, in the 
power of the Holy Spirit, draws and 
holds people until he is removed. 

Review the history of the denomina- 
tions of Christendom and notice to what 
grievous extent some of them have de- 
parted from the teaching of their orig- 
inal leaders. 

A young man said to me: “I have re- 
spect for my father’s feelings, hence,at 
present am doing as he wishes; but 
when he dies, the restraint will be gone, 
and I shali live as I wish!” 

“And Deborah, a prophetess . . . judged 
Israel at that time” (Judges 4:4).— 
Expositors tell us—and rightly so—that 
when we find a woman taking the lead 
in Israel, it is a sign of weakness— 
weakness on the part of the men; for 
God intended men to lead. Shame on 
the men for their failure to rise to their 
privileges and responsibilities! 

If a man will not lead, as in this case 
(for Barak definitely said, “. . . if thou 
wilt not go with me, then I will not go”), 
the Lord will raise up a woman to take 
the lead. 

Deborah plainly told Barak, “. . . the 
journey that thou takest shall not be 
for thine honour; for the Lord shall sell 
Sisera into the hand of a woman.” 

How many homes there are today 
where believing husbands and fathers 
refuse to take the lead even in such a 
matter as giving thanks for food! So, 
if it is done at all, it is done by the 
wives and mothers. When asked by the 
women, “What about this condition?” 
I answer, “Weakness is better than omis- 
sion!” 

“.. our God... will abundantly 
pardon” (Isa. 55:7).—These gracious 
words should melt the heart of every 
wicked person who hears them and also 
cause each one of them to say: 


Just as I am, and waiting not 
To rid my soul-of one dark blot, 

To Thee, whose blood can cleanse each spot, 
O Lamb of God, I come! I come! 


Wawona, CALir. 
sx 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesTep HYMNS 
“Dear Lord and Father of Mankind” 
“sinners Jesus Will Receive” 
“T’ve Wandered Par Away From God” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, 
our Father, we thank Thee that Thou 
art the enemy of our sins because Thou 
art the lover of our souls. Teach us from 
this lesson that sin destroys but that 
Thou art ready to deliver those who 
repent. Forgive all our sinful and fool- 
ish ways and words. Recover us to a 
life of steadfast obedience to Thee. 








Please pray for the contributors and 
staff of The Sunday School Times, and 
for God’s blessing on its contents. 
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Guide and use all who proclaim Christ 
as the sinner’s Saviour that ever more 
people may turn to Him. Use our church 
and Sunday school to win souls, and 
help us all to share in this great work. 
To sick and sorrowing ones give healing 
and comfort. Guide and protect us and 
all our dear ones, leading us all into 
lives of growing usefulness and blessing 
to others, for our Saviour’s sake. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—This lesson opens 
with the word, “Nevertheless,” and that 


sends us to the preceding verse. It says _ 


of the Israelites of that time, “The hand 
of the Lord was against them for evil, 
as the Lord had said . . . and they were 
greatly distressed.” “Nevertheless,” says 
our opening verse, “the Lord raised up 
judges, which delivered them...” This 
shows God both punishing sin and 
showing mercy to the sinners. As Israel’s 
sin increased, so did God’s anger. Yet, 
as Israel’s misery increased, so did God’s 
compassion. 

God cannot but hate sin because He 
is good. But God’s anger is not bad 
temper, as man’s often is. God’s anger 
against sin grows out of His goodness. 


EBELLIOUS 
THE _ mare 


He knows how sin has spoiled human 
life, and He would, not be good if He 
did not oppose wrong. So His judgments 
against sin are always at work, and our 
sins expose us to His opposition to evil. 

Yet there is mercy amid God’s judg- 
ments. Those judges by whom He saved 
His sinful people long ago were saviors. 
They saved the people from sin by lead- 
ing them back to God and also delivered 
them from the punishment sin had 
brought upon them. So, too, our Lord 
Jesus is the Saviour who leads us from 
sin and straying to God and right, and 
frees us from God’s judgment anger. 
No one can go on in sin and get away 
with it. Israel, God’s ancient people, 
learned that and so do backsliding 
Christians today. But there is mercy 
still for sinners who turn back to God 
So our Golden Text says, “Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and tbe un- 
righteous man his thoughts: and let him 
return unto the Lord, and he will have 
mercy upon him...” 

Cateary, ALTA., CAN. 





SIN ESTROYS 
GOD BVELIVERS 
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Say, Fellows, — 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, this Deborah in the Book 

of Judges was evidently a very su- 
perior woman. She was not only a judge 
in Israel (the only woman judge in all 
the time of the judges) but she was also 
a prophetess who could foretell events 
with remarkable accuracy, and a wo- 
man of great courage. She was the wife 
of a man named Lapidoth, and that is 
all that anyone can know about him. 
There are a lot of Lapidoths sitting 
around while their wives are active in 
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‘Lesson for June 15 


the Lord’s work. Like Queen Esther, 
Deborah had “come to the kingdom for 
such a time as this” (Esther 4:14). 

Jabin, the king of Canaan, had held 
the Israelites in cruel bondage for 
twenty years, and Judge Deborah de- 
cided to do something about it. She sent 
for Barak and challenged him to raise 
an army and drive Jabin out. Yes, she 
knew that Jabin had nine hundred char- 
jots of iron and a great host of an army, 
put Barak could gather ten thousand 
men from the tribes of Zebulun and 
Naphtali and go out against the army 
of Jabin and put him to rout. 

Barak recognized the fact that he had 
been summoned not only by a judge and 
a prophetess, but by a general as well, 
and he said to her, “I will go if you will 
go with me.” She consented, and they 
went out to battle together, with the re- 
sult that a great victory was gained. 
And of all of Jabin’s great host “there 
was not a man left” (Judges 4:16). 

“And Deborah said unto Barak, Up; 
for this is the day in which the Lord 
hath delivered Sisera [Jabin’s general] 
into thine hand: is not the Lord gone 
out before thee? So Barak went down 
from mount Tabor, and ten thousand 
men after him. And the Lord discom- 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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fited Sisera, and all his chariots, and 
all his host, with the edge of the sword 
before Barak; so that Sisera lighted 
down off his chariot, and fled away on 
his feet” (vv. 14, 15). 

Fellows, what kind of girl are you 
dating? Does she inspire you to high 
ideals? Or is she the kind who is willing 
to drift with you on the lower levels? 
Boy, I’m telling you it is important! It 
may even be desperately important just 
at this time of your life. You may not 
realize what an influence your girl 
friend has upon you. Her attitude about 
life and the many questions about right 
and wrong may be shaping*your future 
as well as hers. 

I like to quote John Ruskin in this 
connection. He says, “In olden times a 
knight’s armour was buckled on by his 
lady’s hand. That which was only a ro- 
mantic fancy enshrines an immortal 
truth. The soul’s armour is often set to 
its breast by a woman’s hand, and it is 
only when she braces it loosely that the 
honour of manhood falls.” 

Deborah was not only a prophetess 
and a judge but she was undoubtedly a 
handmaiden of the Lord; and being that, 
the man who listened to her counsels 
did exploits and was mightily used of 
the Lord. 

WEAVERVILLE, N. C. 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


ERE are your memory cards. Let us 

have Judy ask the first question 
of the girl on her right. She will answer 
without looking at her card, and then 
ask the next girl Question 2. She will 
answer without looking at her card, and 
then ask the next girl Question 3, and 
so on till we have answered the first 
six questions. Question 7 is, “What is 
the beginning of wisdom?” Read the 
answer five times, then see if you can 
say it without looking, “The fear of the 
Lord is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 
9:10). 

Our last lesson was happy because 
the Israelites, under Joshua’s leadership, 
obeyed and served the Lord, and He gave 
them victory after victory. But after 
Joshua’s death, things were different. 
Let us read Judges 2:8-15. What a sad 
change this was! The people who by 
God’s power had conquered Canaan un- 
der Joshua’s leadership had died, and 
their children, now grown up, knew not 
the Lord, nor the mighty works He had 
done for Israel. I am afraid those par- 
ents had failed to teach their children 
about the Lord! If you girls ever be- 
come mothers, remember that teaching 
your children about the Lord is your 
most important business. Many Chris- 
tian parents do not realize this. They 
take great care of their children’s bodies 
but do little Bible teaching and do not 
take time to train them to serve the 
Lord. 

But we cannot blame only the failure 
of the parents of these Israelites to 
teach them about. the Lord. The children 
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knew that their parents had served the 
true and living God, yet they preferred 
to serve the idols of the nations round 
about them. Perhaps _idol-worship 
seemed more up to date to them. Satan 
always tries to convince young people 
that serving him is more up to date 
than obeying the Lord. In reality, serv- 
ing the Devil is not modern at all. It 
is as old as the Garden of Eden. 

Now read Judges 2: 16-19. See the con- 
trast between the godly parents and 
the ungodly children. The parents had 
obeyed the commandments of the Lord, 
but their descendants did not. Yet when 
this new generation groaned under the 
oppression of their enemies, God raised 
up judges, or leaders, to deliver them. 
But after they were delivered, they once 
more went their own stubborn way. 

Today’s lesson is about one of the 
deliverances the Lord gave them, and 
we will be particularly interested in it, 
because God used two women to bring 
the victory, one a devout Israelite and 
the other a heathen. 

Turn to Judges 4 and read verses 1-3. 
How long were the Israelites oppressed 
by Jabin, king of Canaan? (20 years.) 
What did his army possess that made 
Israel’s fighting them seem hopeless? 
(900 iron chariots.) 

Read verses 4-9. Who was the proph- 
etess of Israel at this time? (Deb- 
orah.) She sent a message from God to 
Barak, telling him to take ten thousand 
men and go and fight Sisera, captain 
of Jabin’s army. What was Barak’s an- 
swer? (He would not go unless she went 
with him.) Because he needed Deb- 
orah’s presence to bolster his weak 
faith, the glory of the victory would not 
be his. 

Read verses 10-13. So Barak called to- 
gether the men, and he and Deborah got 
ready to go. A descendant of Moses’ 
father-in-law warned Sisera that the Is- 
raelites were getting ready to fight. 

Read verses 14-17. The Lord gave the 
Israelites complete victory over the 
great Canaanite army with its nine hun- 
dred iron chariots. Even Captain Sisera 
had to abandon his chariot and flee on 
foot. He fled to the tent of the man who 
had warned him that the Israelites were 
preparing for war. 

Read verses 18-24. So a heathen wo- 
man killed Captain Sisera! Why did she 
kill him? There was no war between 
her people and his. It must be that Jael 
realized that the Israelites were God's 
people, and so wished to help them in 
the only way she knew. Sisera’s last 
words were bidding her tell a lie if any- 
one came to inquire about him. 

Although we cannot admire the way 
Jael killed Sisera, yet God used her to 
help Israel get complete victory over 
Jabin, king of Canaan, just as He had 
used Rahab long before to protect His 
two men in Jericho. 

“Deborah” is becoming a popular 
name again. We have a number of Deb- 
orahs in our school. Ask one of them if 
she knows the Bible story of Deborah. 
If she does not, you can tell her that 
Deborah was a good, wise, and brave 
woman, and that she rode with the cap- 
tain at the head of the Israelite army 
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to deliver God’s people from their ene- 
mies. Such a contact with a modern 
Deborah might give you the opportun- 
ity to win her to Christ! 





This quarter we are learning the Scripture 
Catechism Card, ‘““Man’s Responsibility to God” 
(20c a doz., postpaid, from V. D. Gunderson, 
Ferndale, Wash.). 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
sx 


The Illustration Round Table 


Bules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
$25 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 

A list of the lessons for the year 1958 
may be had for 20 cents a copy, or $2 
@ dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
“To the Lord . . . Belong Mercies and 

Forgivenesses.”—He will abundantly 
pardon (Isa. 55:7, Golden Text). Have 
you ever forgiven anyone 490 times? 
That was what Christ commanded, if 
necessity arose. But He, Himself, has 
forgiven men and nations many more 
times than that, when they forsook 
their wicked ways and _ unrighteous 
thoughts, and returned to Him. He is 
“ready to forgive” (Psa. 86:5). Hezekiah 
found Him “ready to save” (Isa. 38:20) 
when he was very near death. Nehemiah 
found Him “ready to pardon” (Neh. 9:17), 
according to the words of the Levites, as 
Moses and his people had done before 
him. He is “not willing that any should 
perish” (2 Pet. 3:9). So the onus of un- 
forgiven sin rests squarely on our own 
shoulders as an intolerable burden if 
we will not come to Him for the pardon 
He so eagerly extends.—Sent by Elisa- 
beth Edmunds, Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


Will It Blacken?—They . . . corrupted 
themselves (Judges 2:19). Sophronius, 
according to the old story, had a fair 
daughter named Eulalia. She came to 
him one day and asked his permission 
to visit the gay Lucinda. The father re- 
gretfully, but firmly, forbade it. “You 
must think me very weak,” retorted the 
daughter petulantly; “in what way will 
it hurt me to go?” Sophronius picked up 
a dead coal from the hearth and held it 
toward Eulalia. She hesitated to accept 
it. “Take it, my child,” he said, “it will 
not burn you!” “It may not burn,” she 
replied, “but it“will blacken,”* and even 
as she uttered the words she saw their 
parabolic significance, the significance 
that had moved her father to his strange 
action. There is a sense in which pleas- 
ures that blacken are worse than pleas- 
ures that burn. We shall be wise to avoid 
them.—From “Wisps of Wild Fire,” by 
Dr. F. W. Boreham. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Southport, Eng. Prize illustration. 


“Not So Mere.’ ”—And she dwelt under 
der the palm tree of Deborah between 
Ramah and Bethel in mount Ephraim: 
and the children of Israel came up to 
her for judgment (Judges 4:5). The re- 
markable skill that women have shown 
seems to have greatly surprised men 
who have watched them work, but 
women have always been able in a crisis 
to rise to any need. A boy’s recent ob- 
servation is, perhaps, pertinent here. 
When his father chided him for being 
outranked in, scholarship at school “by 
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a mere girl,” he exclaimed, “But, Father, 
the girls are not so ‘mere’ these days!”— 
Source unknown. Sent by Mrs. A. E. 
Janzen, Hillsboro, Kans. 


A Terrible Thing To Hinder Anyone. 
—And Barak said unto her, If thou wilt 
go with me, then I will go: but if thou 
wilt not go with me, then I will not go 
(Judges 4:8). A woman in great distress 
of soul came to her minister and said: 
“Is there forgiveness for a sin such as 
mine? One Sunday evening my ten-year 
old daughter and I were out for a walk. 
We saw a large tent where Gospel serv- 
ices were being held, so went in. At the 
close of the service the minister asked 
all who would accept Christ as Saviour 
to stay after the service. My daughter 
wanted to stay, but would only do so if 
I stayed with her. I refused to stay. My 
daughter never spoke of such things 
again. I needed to stay behind; I was in 
a false cult at that time. My daughter 
has grown up to be a profane person, 
and a heavy smoker, and she drinks, too. 
Oh, what a terrible thing it is to hinder 
anyone from coming to Christ!”—As 
told by the minister. Sent by Mrs. J. 
Shields, Toronto, Can. 


What Is in Your Hand?—In the days 
of Shamgar (Judges 5:6). Why did 
Deborah mention Shamgar in her song? 
Because he “slew of the Philistines six 
hundred men with an ox goad: and he 
also delivered Israel.” An old spiritual 
also mentions him: 


Shamgar had an ox goad, 
David had a sling, 
Dorcas had a needle, 


(Judges 3:31) 
(1 Sam. 17:40) 
(Acts 9:39) 


Rahab had some string, (Josh. 2:18) 
Samson had a jawbone, (Judges 15:15) 
Moses had a rod, (Exod. 4:2) 

Mary had some ointment, (John 12:3) 


And all were used for God. 


All these things were in people’s hands. 
What is there in your hand? A pen? A 
knitting needle? A spoon? God can make 
use of it—if He has the use of your hands 
as well—Sent by Elisabeth Edmunds, 
Hailsham, Sussex, Eng. 


When Saloonkeepers Capitulated.— 
Until that I Deborah arose, that I arose 
a mother in Israel (Judges 5:7). In 1873 
a group of women at Hillsboro, Ohio, 
after prayer and the reading of the 
146th Psalm, proceeded directly to the 
saloons of the town, where with prayer 
and pleading they appealed to the sa- 
loonkeepers to give up their business. 
At Washington Court House fifty-two 
women marched to the saloons, with the 
church bells tolling, and began their 
crusade of persuasion and prayer. On 
the, second day one saloonkeeper capit- 
ulated and gave his entire stock into 
the women’s hands to do with as they 
liked. At the end of eight days, every 
one of the eleven saloons in the village 
was closed. The brewers of Cincinnati 
offered $5,000 reward to anyone who 
would break the movement, and one un- 
usually courageous male engaged to do 
so. Within four days he also threw up 
his hands and surrendered to the pray- 
ing women. This so-called “Crusade” led 
to the formation, in 1874, of the Wom- 
en’s Christian Temperance Union.— 
From “Prohibition and Common Sense,” 
by Douglas. Sent by Albert Mygatt, 
Axtell, Kans. 
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Clothed With Our Lord.—Was there q 
shield or spear seen... in Israel (Judges 
5:8). A historian writes of Alexan. 
der the Great that, upon his encouwnter. 
ing a very frightened soldier just prior 
to battle, he said, “Put on courage, or 
put off Alexander!” The Christian so]. 
dier has a more helpful message than 
that—a perfect message: “Put ye on the 
Lord Jesus Christ” (Rom. 13:14). In be. 
ing clothed with Him as Lord and Say. 
iour, we are armed with the whole ar. 
mor of God, and our strength is in the 
Lord and in His mighty power.—From 
The \Pilgrim. Sent by Grace Robinson, 
Topeka, Kans. 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


When Judges Ruled God’s People 
(Judges 2:11, 12, 15, 16, 18, 19; 21:25) 
HOW a bottle of ink and one of 

water. Pour a little of the water into 
the ink. Any difference? Pour a little 
of the ink into the water. Any differ- 
ence? Are there some boys or girls with 
whom your mother does not want you to 
play? Why? Badness seems to be a lot 
more catching than goodness! It was 
that way before the Flood. It was that 
way in Sodom and Gomorrah, even in 
Lot’s own family. (Briefly review these 
two instances from Gen. 6:1-13; 18:17 to 
19:29.) It was that way in Canaan, till 
God must clean the world of them, too, 
Imagine people who would place their 
own innocent little babies in the red-hot 
arms of a metal god to be burned, or 
kill a boy or girl your age on an altar 
for a sacrifice! There were many other 
wicked things I cannot tell you about 
Not flood, not fire, but battle was God's 
plan to get rid of these people in 
Canaan. Then their cities and farms, 
olive orchards and vineyards would be 
left for God’s people to have when they 
came from Egypt. So God told the 
Israelites in their battles for the country 
to kill every one of the wicked people 
of Canaan so they would not catch their 
bad ways. He knew what a few drops 
of their “ink” would do to His people! 

What warning did Joshua give the 
people? (Review the last lesson.) Now 
I want you to see how the people 
obeyed God. Find the Book of Judges, 
chapter 1. See how the tribe of Benja- 
min obeyed (v. 21), Manasseh (v. 27), 
Ephraim (v. 29), Zebulun (v. 30), Asher 
(v. 31), Naphtali (v. 33). Then what 
happened? Did the bad folks catch the 
good ways or the good folks catch the 
bad ways? Read it with your own eye 
(Judges 2:11, 12). Now they did not 
have success in battle! Others conquered 
them. (Read v. 15.) But when the peo 
ple prayed to God, God was sorry ‘for 
them and had someone help them. As 
our Memory Verse says, “For thov; 
Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and 
plenteous in mercy unto all them that 
call upon thee” (Psa. 86:5). 

The victorious leaders who saved the 
people from their enemies were called 
judges. You will read about some @ 
them this week: God’s warning (Judge 
2:1-5). The older folks and the youngé 
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Lesson for June 15 


generation (vv. 6-23). Caleb’s brother 
Othniel (3:1-11). Ehud with his dagger 
and Shamgar with his ox goad (vv. 12- 
$1). Deborah, the lady judge who went 
to battle (4:1-16). Jael, the woman with 
a hammer (vv. 17-24; 5:1, 2, 19-31). Gid- 
eon with an ox (6:1-32). 

And do you know what? After a little 
while the people went right back to 
being bad again, even worse! So easy is 
it to sin and so hard is it to keep pure! 
The Book of Judges is a sad book! But 
I am afraid it is a picture not only of 
Israel but of America. Many comic 
books are too much like stories in 
Judges! The idols now are not Baal and 
Ashtaroth, but Money and Fun and Sin. 
The real trouble is just the same now 
as then. See the last verse of Judges 
(21:25). We do not have Christ for our 
King but do what we want to. 

Perhaps you see now why Mother is 
so particular about your not, playing 
with certain children or going to cer- 
tain families’ homes. God is particular, 
too! (2 Cor. 6:14, 17, 18.) Sin is not only 
catching, it grows up without being 
caught, right in your own heart, unless 
the Lord, our King, is there to control. 

Have three hearts prepared from con- 
struction paper: black with the words 
of Romans 3:23a, red with the head of 
Christ and 1 John 1:7b, white with 
Psalm 51:7b, 10a. Explaining the signifi- 
cance of each in turn, place the red 
over the black, then the white over 
both. Give an invitation to accept 
Christ as Saviour and King. Place the 
Memory Verse on the poster by the 
children. 


Orono, MAINE. 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


OD hates any thing (or any one) 

that tries to take His place in one 
way or another. For a person to worship 
a false make-believe god of any kind 
is a dreadful sin. God told His people 
that, in the long ago, when He first gave 
them His Law. Reminding His people 
that He was the one who had brought 
them out of their slavery in Egypt, He 
said: “Thou shalt have no other gods 
before me. Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image. . . . Thou shalt 
not bow down thyself to them, nor 
serve them: for I the Lord thy God am a 
jealous God” (Exod. 20:3-5). Again, 
after their years of wandering in the 
wilderness, God warned them, “Thou 
Shalt not . . . set thee up any image; 
which the Lord thy God hateth. .. . 
If there be found among you [that] 
... hath gone and served other gods, and 
worshipped them .. . then shalt thou 
bring forth that man or that woman, 
which have committed that wicked 
thing . . . and shalt stone them with 
Stones, till they die” (Deut. 16:21, 22; 
17:2, 3, 5). 

Oh, I tell you, God will not let other 
things or other people be worshiped in 
Place of Him. That is a sin which He 
truly hates. So that His people would 
not forget that, He reminded them of it 
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again and again and again. He knew 
that they were returning to their home- 
land which had been taken over by for- 
eigners—foreigners who worshiped false, 
make believe gods. Knowing men as He 
does, God knew that it would be an easy 
thing for His loved ones to turn from 
their worship of Him. So He gave them 
a last-minute warning. 

Not long after God’s people had got 
back to their homeland, the very thing 
against which God had warned them be- 
gan to happen. Our Bible tells us, “And 
the children of Israel did evil in the 
sight of the Lord, and served Baalim” 
(Judges 2:11). Baal was a sun god. Baal 
was a make-believe god—not the true 
and living God of Heaven. As God had 
told them, it is absolutely impossible 
to worship idols and the living Lord at 
the same time. 

So we are not surprised when God’s 
Word tells us, “And they forsook the 
Lord God of their fathers, which brought 
them out of the land of Egypt, and fol- 
lowed other gods, of the gods of the 
people that were round about them, and 
bowed themselves unto them, and pro- 
voked the Lord to anger” (Judges 2:12). 

Why did God turn against them? Be- 
cause they had turned against Him. 
What does God do when He becomes 
angry with the people He loves? He 
punishes them. How does He punish 
them? In many ways. In that long-ago 
day, He allowed His people to be robbed 
of their crops. Who robbed them? The 
people in the neighboring countries. 
God often caused the neighbors of other 
lands to burn the villages of His own 
people. Many of His people became the 
slaves of the neighboring countries. 
Was it because the neighbors loved God 
that they were victorious over God’s 
people? Indeed they did not! Often they 
worshiped the false, make-believe gods 
that God’s people had begun worshiping. 
Why, then, did God let them bring pun- 
ishment to His people? Because God was 
dealing with the people whom He loved. 
He wanted them to realize that they 
were to turn their hearts to Him. It 
has always been the same. Very often 








This Week’s Questions 
Answered 


(The questions are on page 415) 
1. Three: Othniel (Judges 3:9), Ehud 
(v. 15), and Shamgar (v. 31). 
2. To save Israel from their oppres- 
sors, whom God allowed to chasten them 


‘for their backsliding. 


3. Chushan-rishathaim, king of Meso- 
potamia. 

4. Eglon, the king of Moab. 

5. Jabin, a Canaanite king. 

6. Between Ramah and Bethel, in the 
territory of Ephraim. 

7. Barak from Kedesh in the terri- 
tory of Naphtali. 

8. Sisera. 

9. Jael, the wife of Heber (4:17-22). 

10. They had chosen “new gods” (5: 
8). 

ExmuurstT, ILL. 
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TRAVELOGUE 
OF BIBLE LANDS 


SEE THE HOLY LAND 
IN YOUR OWN LIVING ROOM 


4 Twelve vivid color series on the lands 
sof the Bible. Photographed by G. Eric 
§ Matson, former contributor to the Na- 
s tional Geographic Magazine, who spent 
ft over 50 years in the Near East. Each 
" series is supplied with a free manual 
# providing background on every picture, 
: as well as quotations from the Bible. 


= @ THE LIFE OF OUR LORD 


Historical sites and scenes in 
the Gospel Story, including 





Bethichem, Nazareth, the 
River Jordan, and Jerusalem 
(52 pictures & manual) 
Slide Set_.____..$13.00 
Filmstrip ...... 7.00 
@ THE TWENTY-THIRD Slide Set..$3.50 


PSALM Filmstrip _. 3.50 
(14 pietures & manual) 


@ BIBLE PROPHECIES 
(30 pictures & manual) 


@ BLUE GALILEE 
Life of its fishermen and 
seenes on its shores. (13 
pietures & manual) 


@ WILD FLOWERS OF 


Slide Set___.$7.50 
Filmstrip _. 6.00 


Slide Set_._.$3.25 
Filmstrip ... 3.00 


Slide .Set__.$3.75 

PALESTINE 
(15 pietures & manual) Filmstrip —. 3.00 
. Slide Set_...$5.00 


PETRA 
(20 pictures & manual) Filmstrip ... 4.00 


@ THE UNIQUE GEOGRAPHIC SETTING OF 
A serves of the, oresrephle fon 

phic - 
tures of the Holy Land thru the 
eye of the camera. (50 pictures & 
manual) 


Slide Set_.$12.50 
Filmstrip . 6.50 


SAVE $8.00! Purchase all seven filmstrips 
above ($33.00 value) for only $ 


@ BETHLEHEM JUDA 


Seenes of the first Christmas, 
including views of Bethie- 
hem, the Shepherds’ Fields, 
and the Church of the Nativ- 
ity. (10 slides & manual) 


Slide Set... $2.50 





‘@ RUTH THE MOABITESS 


(35 slides & manual) Slide Set__.$8.75 


@ BABYLON 
(12 slides & manual) Slide Set__.$8.00 


@ PROGRESS IN PALESTINE 
(100 slides & manual) Slide Set__.$25.00 


@ LIFE OF JESUS OF 
NAZARETH 


49 famous paintings by Wm. 
Hole, with manua 

SAVE $20.00! Purchase all twelve slide sets (400 

slides—$100 value) for only .00 

Write for latest cone yr! _ 5ee different slides 


Slide Set_.$12.25 


Special Offer: Pechave $15.00 or more of slide 


sets or filmstrips, and receive 
of these costen, with manual, — 


[] “Bethlehem Juda” (slides) 
oO “Blue Galilee’ (slides or filmstrip) 

oO “Flowers of Palestine’ (slides or filmstrip) 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED: If you are not fully 
entieted with your purchase, your money will be 


unded promptly. 
check or money order to: 


THE MATSON PHOTO SERVICE 
1282 So. Highland Ave., Los Angeles 19, Calif. 
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A Thousand Miles of Miracle in China 


Amesing story of escape from the Boxers, by 
A. E. Glever, edited by Leslie T. Lyall. Says 
The Sunday School imes (May 3, 1958): 
“It will never lose its gripping power .. . one 
of the great books of all missionary annals.” 
191 pages. $1.50 


China Inland Mission Book Dept. 
237 West School Lane Philadelphia 44, Pa. 


The Evangelization Society of Phila. 
Incorporated 
Organized in 1911 
Wm. L. Pettingill, First President 

Proclaiming Christ Crucified 
“Publickly” at 5415 Rising Sun Avenue, 
- Philadelphia, and “From House to House” 
“Testifying both to Jews and Gentiles, 
repentance toward God, and faith toward 
our Lord Jesus Christ.”—Acts 20:21. 

Alice P. Hogg—J. Keith Whitney, Directors 


The Evangelization Seciety of Phila., Inc. 
5415 Rising Sun Avenue Philadelphia 20, Pa. 


CHRISTIAN 
PSYCHOLOGY 


Practical, Christ-centered ma- 
terials. Topics: PERSONAL- 
ITY, MENTAL HEALTH, SEX, 
COUNSELING TECHNIQUES, 
ADOPTION, COURTSHIP, 
CHILDREN’S PROBLEMS, TEENAGE DIFFICUL- 
TIES, MARRIAGE * ADJUSTMENTS. 

Write for free. information: 

DR. CLYDE M. NARRAMORE 


Consulting Psychologist 
Box 206-N Pasadena, 











California 











SUPPOSE GOD WANTS 


white Christians to take more interest in 
helping young Negroes in the Gospel of 
Christ? Let Carver Bible Institute be 
your agent. We conduct: 

Bible school, day and night classes; free 
correspondence school; literature distri- 
bution. We invite your investigation. 


Prayer helpers urgently needed. 
CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Station A, Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 














today nations that do not love the true 
and living God are victors over those 
who do love God. God always allows 
this for a purpose. He has a right to 
expect loyalty, worship, and obedience 
from His people. When He does not 
have these, God takes action against 
His people. 

To help His people in the long ago, 
God gave them judges. By helping the 
people return to their worship of the 
God of Heaven, and by punishing the 
enemies of God, the judges saved God’s 
people. The people repented because of 
having worshiped the make-believe 
gods. They returned to their worship 
of the living God. Then, when the judge 
died, they rebelled against God and re- 
turned to their idol worship. God sent 
judgment again, punishing His people. 
Another judge would be given them. 
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They repented and were restored. Then, 
when the judge died, the same thing 
happened over again and again. This is 
the sad story all through the Book of 
Judges, the seventh Book in our Bibles. 


MILLERSVILLE, Pa. 
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Being One’s Self 
(Continued from second page) 


clearness, your approval of that which 
you can commend, would be to mis- 
represent your real feelings with refer- 
ence to him. Hence, in such a case, to be 
yourself, as you commonly count being 
yourself, would be to show another self 
than your own self. Sincerity, so far, 
would be insincerity. The main ques- 
tion for you to put to yourself, in every 
such instance, is this: “How ought I to 
feel toward this person, in view of his 
and my relations toward our common 


_Father, and in view of the providences 


that have brought us together just 
here?” The answer to this question will 
indicate to you how you ought to seem 
to feel. 

To be other than one’s best and truest 
self is not to be one’s self. To seem other 
than one’s best and truest self is to mis- 
represent one’s self. To seem to have 
less of kindliness of heart, or. less of 
generous appreciation of anothers best 
qualities, than is in one’s best and truest 
nature, is to seem to be other than one’s 
realest self. Hence comes the danger, 
that, in seeking to be ourselves, we shall 
fail of being ourselves—as the followers 
and representatives of Him whose we 
are and whom we serve. 


(To be continued) 
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Many-Talented Missionaries 
(Continued from page 413) 


Specialization? Yes, in station work the 
Orinoco River Mission missionaries spe- 
cialize in redeeming the time, and buy- 
ing up opportunities, and they will ap- 
preciate your prayers for their special- 
ization ministries. Would the Lord have 
you to be this kind of specialist? 

PASADENA, CALIF. 
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Along the “Trail of ‘98” 
on the Christian Fellowship Tour 


KAGWAY (from the Indian name 

Skagua, meaning “North Wind”), 
over a thousand miles northwest of 
Seattle and Vancouver, is the northern- 
most point that will be reached in the 
Inland Waters of Alaska on the Chris- 
tian Fellowship Tour this summer. This 
historically famous little town lies at 
the head of Lynn Canal, nestled snugly 
among snow-capped peaks, four to six 
thousand feet high. It was from this 
point that thousands of prospectors set 
out on foot over the White Pass to the 
headwaters of the Yukon. This is the 


{ 
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Skagway which, in thes spring of ‘9g, 
grew to a city of 15,000 people—people 
of all stations and nationalities—ajj 
drawn to the northland by the lure of 
the Klondike gold. 

At Skagway, now the southern ter. 
minus of the White Pass and Yukon 
Railway, the tour party will entrain 
for a magnificent scenic ride to Car- 
cross in Yukon Territory, Canada, about 
sixty-seven miles farther north. This 
is the pioneer railroad of ’98, and it is 
no exaggeration to say that probably 
nowhere else is there a trip by rail 
more interesting or thrilling than that 
from Skagway over the White Pass, nor 
will there be found scenery more rug- 
ged or awe-inspiring. The famous 
“Trail of 98” will be seen across a great 
ravine from the train. The train will 
stop at Inspiration Point, 2,400 feet 
above sea level, and from here may be 
seen a marvelous panoramic view. The 
jagged Sawtooth Mountains, the glacier- 
topped Mount Pinnacle, and the Lynn 
Canal in the distance, all: present to the 
travelers a sight never to be forgotten. 
Excellent opportunity to take pictures 
will be afforded camera enthusiasts. 

The train will stop at the town of 
Bennett, which in the “Gold Rush” days 
had a population of 10,000, but is now 
really a “ghost town.” It was here that 
the stampeders built their rafts and 
crude boats in which to continue their 
journey through Lake Bennett to Car- 
cross and into Tagish Lake, thence to 
the headwaters of the Yukon River. 
For twenty-six miles the railway fol- 
lows the eastern shore of the brilliant, 
transparent waters of Lake Bennett. 
The mountains that rise from its shores 
tower a full mile above the lake, and 
are of an old-rose color; and along the 
mountainsides will be seen countless 
beautiful wild flowers. When the water 
is calm, its mirrorlike reflections are of 
unsurpassing beauty. 

Included in this year’s tour, which 
starts from Chicago on June 23, return- 
ing thereto on July 15, are day and 
overnight stops at Banff and Lake 
Louise; two full days and nights at 
beautiful Victoria, B. C., with accommo- 
dations at the regal Empress Hotel; and 
four days in Yellowstone and Grand 
Teton National Parks. Returning to our 
trains at Billings, Mont., for the east- 
ward journey, our tour party will travel 
by bus over the famous Red Lodge High 
Road, going up to a 10,000-foot elevation, 
with snow-capped mountains all about. 

Mr. Harry J. Jaeger, Executive Vice- 
President and Secretary of The Sunday 
School Times Company, and Mrs. Jaeger, 
will accompany the tour throughout. 
An illustrated folder is available to you 
which will give all details, including 
costs. Send a card to Mr. Harry J. 
Jaeger, The Sunday School Times, 325 
North 13th St., Philadelphia 5, if you 
are interested. 


x 


Rest is not a hallowed feeling that 
comes over us in church; it is the re- 
pose of a heart set deep in God.—Henry 
Drummond. 
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Lesson for June 15 


The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, June 15 


8. Paul Discovers Bible Students 
(Acts 17:10-14) 


Topics are copyrighted by the International 
Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


HERE are some people who attach 

considerable importance to nobility. 
Originally there was considerable sound 
ground for rating a person of noble rank 
as more important than the rank and 
file of men. Usually their rank meant 
that they had performed some out- 
standing service for the state or king, 
or had accomplished some brave and 
noble deeds. The knights of old sub- 
scribed to a very high code of courtesy 
and conduct. But even in those days 
there were rascals among the nobility. 

we 


In America, where there are no noble 
ranks or titles, you will still find some 
who are greatly impressed by the titles 
of those who visit us from foreign lands. 
Perhaps you have known some individ- 
uals who point with no small pride to 
the fact that there have been titled per- 
sons in their own ancestry. In the Scrip- 
ture portion from Acts_17 chosen for 
this week’s topic, however, we learn of 
a real nobility that may characterize 
every true follower of the Lord Jesus. 

se 

In studying last week’s topic, we 
found that Paul, Silas, Timothy, and 
Luke, in obedience to a vision that the 
Lord had given Paul, had crossed over 
from Asia Minor into Europe, and had 
preached the Gospel in the town of 
Philippi, where Lydia, her family, and 
others who were worshiping by the riv- 
erside, had accepted Paul’s proclama- 
tion of the Gospel and had become fol- 
lowers of Christ. When Paul interfered 
with the fortune-telling business of cer- 
tain men in Philippi, however, by cast- 
ing out a demon from a young woman, 
such a riot was stirred up that Paul and 
Silas were thrown into jail. They were 
freed after an earthquake shook the 
jail and the jailer was converted, and 
they then went on down to Thessalonica, 
some thirty-seven miles away. Here 
Paul preached in the Jewish synagogue 
and quite a number were converted. 
However, after a short time trouble was 
stirred up by some of the unbelieving 
Jews, and Paul and Silas went on from 
Thessalonica to the south to the town 
of Berea. It is in connection with his 
preaching and teaching in Berea that 
we find a Christian nobility mentioned 
(v. 11). 

4 


Notice the three ways in which the 
Berean Jews were “more noble” than 
those of Thessalonica (v. 11). They “re- 
ceived” the word of the Gospel that 
Paul preached, whereas the Thessalon- 
ian troublemakers, because of envy, re- 
fused to listen. 
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The Berean Jews heard Paul “with 
readiness,” or openness of mind, whereas 
the Thessalonian troublemakers allowed 
prejudice to close their minds. 


The Berean Jews were willing to 
check up Paul’s statements with the 
Scriptures daily, and thus they found in 
the Word of God that they had confir- 
mation of the truths that Paul preached. 
The Old Testament Scriptures that were 
in the possession of the Berean Jews 
were full of prophecies telling of the 
coming of the Messiah and describing 
His ministry and death in such a way 
that the Bereans were convinced that 
the one Paul preached was indeed the 
Messiah. 

a 


There is a great lesson for us today 
in the conduct of these Bereans, and it 
is linked directly with one of the great 
principles emphasized by the Christian 
Endeavor Society and most other young 
people’s groups. It is the principle of 
daily reading and studying God’s Word. 
If we are willing to belong to this Be- 
rean nobility, we shall be safeguarded 
against being deceived by the many 
false teachers who would draw us away 
from a strong Christian faith, and we 
shall be enabled to recognize the truth 
when we hear it because it agrees with 
what we find in the Word of God. 


The intelligent and habitual use of 
God’s Word will also be of great help 
to us in winning others for Christ. Our 
arguments are sometimes very ineffec- 
tive in convincing others of the need of 
accepting Christ as their personal Sav- 
iour and following Him. But, when deal- 
ing with others in the matter of salva- 
tion, if we can get them to read for 
themselves in God’s Word what He 
says about their lost condition and their 
need of faith in Christ, we have a pow- 
erful weapon that will break down pre- 
judice and unbelief (Heb. 4:12). To use 
this weapon effectively, we must be well 
acquainted with it ourselves. Let us 
take time, then, to read it and study 
it, and let us encourage others to read 
what God has to say concerning those 
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ALL WE LIKE SHEEP 


A bonaeet pesengation of Isaiah 53:6 and John 
10:27, e figures for flannelboard printed 
in a S. . color on felt, ready te cut out and 
use. $1.50 postpaid. Write for list of flannel- 
board rr “ry © flannel backgrounds. 
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Come! Enjoy! Blessed Fellowship at 


New England Keswick, Inc. 


A BIBLE CONFERENCE 
In the Heart of the Beautiful Berkshire Hills 
MONTEREY, MASS. 


JUNE 16 TO SEPTEMBER 7 


Pastors Conference—June 16 to June 19 
Free to ors and wives, except registration 
fee $2. 
Camp for Girls—June 21 to July 18 
Camp for Boys—July 19 to August 15 
Rates: one week $18.00, two weeks $35.00, 
. three weeks $50.00, and four weeks $65.00. 
Registration fee $1.00. 
tions far adult guests during camp weeks. 
General es ey myn: 16 to ear 7 


mary mye of God with a se Ee our 
aes Splendid accommodations; excellent meals. 
Ample time for rest and relaxation. 


Write for illustrated folder 
R. J. “Pop” Courtney, Pres., Monterey, Mass. 
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things that will affect their eternal state. =~ 
PHILADELPHIA. Dept. 102 SCRANTON 2, PA. . 
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Children at Home 


I. Kawa and the Lost Puppy 
By Esther O. Smith 


AWA yawned and opened his eyes. 

He stretched out his arms and 
reached for his puppy. Kawa sat up 
quickly on the mat where he had slept 
soundly all night. Where was his puppy? 
That little dog always slept close to him 
on the mat, but he wasn’t there this 
morning. 

“Zuga, here, Zuga,” called Kawa. The 
boy whistled but there was no response. 

Kawa jumped up from the sleeping 
mat and looked out the door of the mud 
hut. His mother was busy cooking 
breakfast over an open fire. 

“Where’s Zuga?” Kawa ran over to 
his mother. She was busy stirring 
Guinea-corn porridge in a big black pot. 
“Have you seen my puppy?” 

“No, Kawa, I haven't 
puppy.” 

Kawa heard Jenatua, his sister, sing- 
ing as she came up from the spring. She 
walked slowly as she balanced on her 
head a large gourd filled with water. 

“Jenatua, have youu seen Zuga?” 

“No, Kawa, I haven’t seen a sign of 
that puppy of yours.” 

Jenatua carefully lifted the gourd 
from her head and placed it on the 
bench under a mango tree. She turned 
and took the bowl of hot corn porridge 
that her mother held out to her. 

“Zuga must be around here some 
place, Kawa.” 

Kawa’s mother handed him a bowl of 
porridge. “Eat, and then go look for 
your puppy.” 

Kawa managed to swallow some of 
the porridge. He just wasn’t hungry. He 
wanted to find his puppy. Kawa loved 
that little dog very much. He would be 
very unhappy if his puppy had wan- 
dered away and was lost. 

Kawa was a twelve-year old boy who 
lived in a village in West Africa. Two 
years ago Mister John, a missionary, 
had come to this village. Kawa’s parents 
had gone to him for medicine. During 
their visits to the missionary they had 
heard the news of salvation and had 
accepted Jesus Christ as Saviour. Their 
way of living had changed, but Kawa 
just took all this as a matter of course. 
He had not accepted Jesus Christ. 

“Where’s Father?” Kawa placed the 
bowl on a log and turned to his mother. 
“Does he want me to help him today?” 

“Yes, he does, Kawa. Your father is 
workifig with some of the men on that 
thatch-roofed building where our friend, 
Mister John, will hold his meetings. 
Several boys are going to bring reeds 
from the river, and your father wants 
you to help them.” 

Kawa’s mother realized how disturbed 
Kawa was about his puppy. 

“Suppose you look around and see if 
you can find Zuga. Then go to your fa- 
ther and do what you can to help.” 

Kawa left the shade of the mango tree 
and passed several girls who were busy 
pounding corn. When he reached the 
edge of the village he saw a group of 
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boys digging groundnuts. He paused 
long enough to question each group. Not 
one girl or boy had seen his puppy. 

Ruanda, one of the boys who was dig- 
ging groundnuts, got up and ran over 
to Kawa. 

“Tl help you look for your puppy, 
Kawa. Perhaps two of us will be able 
to find him.” 

The boys started down a muddy path 
that led into the bush. It had rained 
very hard during the night. The sun was 
shining brightly now and the wet leaves 
of the tall gum tree glistened. 

Kawa gave long, low whistles as he 
and Ruanda walked along. Now and 
then a bird with brilliant plummage 
flew across the path. A small animal 
scurried across the narrow path into 
some thick underbrush. 

“Oh, Ruanda, I hope Zuga isn’t lost 
in that underbrush. We’d just never find 
him.” 

The boys soon came to the end of the 
path and stopped when they reached 
the main road. 

“Not one bit of use to go any farther, 
Kawa. That puppy wouldn’t have come 
this far. We’d better go back.” 

(To be continued) 


% 
With the New Books 





Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for postage and handling costs. 


Man in Nature and in Grace. By 
Stuart Barton Babbage, M.A., Ph.D., 
Th.D. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub. Co., 
Grand Rapids 3, Mich., hard cover, 
paper back, $1.50.) This volume in the 
Pathway series is a study of man as he 
is revealed in literature, science, reli- 
gion, and other spheres of life. Some of 
the chapter titles are: “Man and Bibli- 
cal Revelation,” “Man and Classical Cul- 
ture,” “Man and Christian Thought,” 
“Man and Contemporary Politics,” “Man 
and Modern Existentialism,” “Man and 
English Literature,” and “Man and Hu- 
man Mortality.” Chapter three, “Man 
and Christian Thought,” warns against 
an obvious device of the Devil to change 
the contents of a bottle while leaving 
the label, and urges a “reformation ac- 
cording to the Word of God.” “This,” » 
the author states, “is a perennial neces- 
sity if the theology of the church is to 
remain authentically apostolic and thor- 
oughly Biblical: No task is more urgent 
today than that of sincere and searching 
self-scrutiny in the light of the Word of 
God.” 


Read-Aloud Poems. Compiled by Mar- 
jorie Barrows. (Rand McNally & Co., 
Chicago 80; $2.95.) Most children are 
born poetry lovers, and the skeptical 
parent will soon discover this truth as 
he reads aloud from this unusually fine 
collection of poems that “every young 
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child should know.” There are poems 
of fantasy, poems of the child’s rela. 
tionship with his Heavenly Father, and 
verses describing the world about him. 
Such well-known poets as Robert Frost, 
Robert Louis Stevenson, Eugene Field, 
A. A. Milne, Kipling, and Browning are 
represented as well as many other com- 
posers of children’s classics. Marjorie 
Cooper’s delightful color and black-and- 
white illustrations for the poems wil] 
contribute much to many happy hours 
of listening, looking, and reading for both 
child and parent. 


The Way to Biblical Preaching. By 
Donald G. Miller. (Abingdon Press, 
Nashville 2, Tenn., $2.50.) “Whatever be 
the marks of the contemporary Amer- 
ican pulpit, the centrality of Biblical 
preaching is not one of them. A famine 
is abroad—‘not a famine of bread, nor a 
thirst for water, but of hearing the 
words of the Lord’ (Amos 8:11).” The 
author has obviously made a _ correct 
diagnosis of the pulpit at large today, 
and all that follows is a strong plea to 
return to the plain preaching of the 
Bible itself. The remainder of the first 
chapter, from which this ‘quotation is 
taken, is a clarification of ‘true Biblical 
preaching. The other six chapters have 
to do with such matters as approach, 
theme, balance, development, purpose, 
and atmosphere. For the most part, the 
author depends upon examples and 
illustrations to present his claims, us- 
ing sermonic productions from many 
sources. A great deal of space is given 
to negative examples but comparatively 
little to the positive. For instance: in 
the third chapter, entitled “Determin- 
ing the Content,” which deals with the 
sermon theme, sixteen pages are de- 
voted to themes that were poorly se- 
lected and improperly related to the 
passage in hand. Much space is given to 
a rather detailed explanation of the 
Scripture passage under consideration 
(which is well done) to prove the point 
of discussion. On the other hand, only 
about five pages are given to a positive 
example of selecting a theme properly 
related to a passage or text. This 
method of procedure is rather prevalent 
throughout the book. It must be said 
that the author practices what he 
preaches, and sticks closely to his theme 
throughout the entire treatment. No 
preacher could read this volume with- 
out being rebuked and challenged in 
this most important matter of Biblical 
preaching. The author is scholarly with- 
out being tedious or verbose. However, 
the book is slanted to the well-educated 
preacher in the city, rather than to the 
average man in the small pastorate. 
Furthermore, the author seems deter- 
mined to depart from the long-recog- 
nized sermonic  classification—topical, 
textual, and expository, and to insist 
that all Biblical sermons are expository. 
The binding, format, and mechanics of 
the book are excellent, and make fot 
pleasant reading. 


The Consuming Fire. By Oswald J. 
Smith, Litt.D. (The Peoples Press, To- 
ronto 5, Can., $1.) Dr. Smith is inter- 
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nationally known as a fruitful evange- 
list and as a missionary-minded pastor. 
His evangelistic passion and missionary 
zeal are much in evidence in this book, 
which is composed of a series of lectures 
on evangelism that he gave at Bob Jones 
University. The author gives sound 
Scriptural counsel on the subject. Be- 
hind his presentation is the experience 
of long years of usefulness in this field, 
and he writes, with a burning heart, of 
evangelism and revival. It is evident 
from these pages that he has been 
greatly influenced by the life and min- 
istry of Charles G. Finney, and the 
reader finds much here to stir his own 
faith and to stimulate a longing for 
greater manifestations of the Spirit’s 
Power in our own day. Indeed, the 
great contribution of this book is not 
the sounding of some new note con- 
cerning evangelism, but its heart-warm- 
ing presentation of what God does when 
the Gospel is faithfully proclaimed. 


Man-Eater’s Claw. By Charles Lud- 
wig. (Scripture Press, Wheaton, IIL, 
$1.25.) Ndama and Ochella, Missionary 
Green’s African boys, face a new adven- 
ture. A big leopard has carried off their 
pet dog for his supper, and Ndama, the 
older and braver of the two boys, is 
determined to hunt down the beast and 
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kill him. Bongo, an unbeliever, declares 
he knows where the leopard hides, but 
when the boys look they find only a 
single claw mark. Then, when the vil- 
lagers join him, Bongo directs the hunt 
to other places. .Meanwhile, thieves 
make off with whatever money is hidden 
in the deserted houses in the village. 
At last, Ndama solves the mystery, 
and Bongo is brought to justice along 
with—of all people—Missionary Green’s 
own cook! Of course the leopard also is 
caught. 


x 


For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





a, Bible — » - on the International 
=. issued A the S—— 
Sunday School sson 


po dere tg 


Mon., June 9.—Judges 2:6-12. 
A Promise Forgotten. 


Prayer Suacestions: “They forsook 
the Lord, and served Baal and Ashta- 
roth.” The history of God’s people is 
badly spotted with great blotches of 
spiritual declension. Currently we are 
much like our wayward forefathers in 
that we follow their pattern of Christian 
behavior as if it were the Scriptural 
one, without examining God’s model. 
Vows and covenants made with the 
Lord in days of revival are easily for- 
gotten. We continue in our time to have 
much good preaching; but what is 
greatly needed is more reaching—reach- 
ing for the “prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus.” Pray God to search 
and try your heart and see if there be 
any indications of departing from the 
living God in your practices. 


Tues., June 10.—Judges 2:13-17. 
A Rebellious People. 


PRAYER SvuGcEsTIONS: “They turned 
quickly out of the way which.their fa- 
thers walked.in, obeying the command- 
ments of the Lord; but they did not so.” 
Family prayers, Lord’s Day observance, 
Christian education (the inculcation of 
the actual words of the Scriptures in 
the mind of the children), and Christian 
conversation at table and with godly 
visitors, which children much need to 
hear, are sadly lacking in our time. Our 
form of rebellion against spirituality is 
real even though it seems to be respect- 
ful. We are becoming definitely a back- 
slidden people. Pray for a _ spiritual 
awakening in your own heart, home, 
church, and community. 


Wed., June 11.—Judges 3:7-12. 
Repentance and Apostasy. 


PraYER SuGcEsTIons: “The children of 
Israel did evil again in the sight of the 
Lord.” Departure from truth and from 
God and His ways into error and sin 
is the sad story of Israel in the Judges. 
We need to take care and be watchful 
over ourselves with great jealousy lest 
we forsake the Lord. The first steps 
away from God begin when we neglect 
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daily Bible reading and prayer and wit- 
ness for Christ. Unless we let God talk 
to us daily out of His Word and keep 
in unbroken communion with Him by 
prayer, the Devil will win over us. He 
likes to see these two communication 
lines out of use in the lives of the peo- 
ple of God. Pray that you may never 
give Satan any such advantage over 
you. 


Thurs., June 12.—Judges 5:1-5. 
An Ancient War Song. 
PRAYER SucGcesTions: “Praise ye the 
Lord for the avenging of Israel, when 
the people willingly offered themselves.” 
No war can be won without recruits. 
This is particularly so with regard to 
spiritual battles with the spiritual hosts 
of wickedness. And when Christ tri- 
umphs in the midst of His enemies 
through His devoted servants, there are 
songs of joy and gladness. Christ is our 
Lord and King, the head of the hosts of 
God to encounter, conquer, and scatter 
our enemies and rule for us and over 
us. Pray for more glory in the Church 
by Christ Jesus. 


Fri, June 13.—Judges 6:7-14. 
God Summons Gideon. 
Prayer Svuccestions: “The Lord is 
with thee, thou mighty man of valour.” 
By His Spirit God works out the salva- 
tion of His people through men He calls 
and prepares for that purpose. All the 
revivals of history began with one God- 
prepared man. There are over forty re- 
vivals mentioned in Scripture and they 
all began thus. Gideon was God’s man 
for the great work of grace in his time. 
Undoubtedly God is looking right now 
for a man he can use for the business of 
promoting real congregational revivals. 
Pray for a God-given “Gideon” in your 
community. 


Sat., June 14.—Judges 7:2-8. 
Armed With Faith. 
PraYER Succestions: “He sent all the 
rest of Israel every man unto his tent, 
and retained those three hundred men.” 
We must know the nature, object, bene- 
fits, and operations by which faith is to 
be tested, and then live in it and exer- 
cise it continually. It is the gift of God 
and it is tested in trials. Gideon was 
tested as regards obedience to the Word 
of God. So are you. Pray that your faith 
may not be weak. 


Sun., June 15.—Psa. 51:1-13. 
Pleas for Mercy. 
Prayer SuccesTions: “Have. mercy 
upon me, O God, according to thy lov- 
ingkindness: according unto the multi- 
tude of thy tender mercies blot out my 
transgressions.” The impotency of man 
in spiritual matters makes him aware 
of the need of God as a merciful and 
gracious helper. David’s prayer for the 
pardon of his sins is a wonderful ex- 
ample of a pleading, helpless sinner 
seeking the favor of God, which no 
money or good works could purchase. 
The mercy of God to sinners is some- 
thing that ever will be remembered and 
praised. Ask God to be merciful to you 
as a faulty individual. 
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WINNING JEWS WITH GOD'S WORD 


Glorious good news comes from South America! In 
one city there, more than 20 Jews have recently been 
saved through reading New Testaments provided by our 
Million Testaments Campaigns! In Israel, also, Jews are 
very eagerly receiving New Testaments in Hebrew and 
other languages. The eagerness of Jews in Israel and 
South America to receive and read God’s Word is amaz- 
ing. Right now is the crucial moment to place the Life- 


giving Word of God in the hands and hearts of the 


Jews, to help to lead them to saving faith in Christ 

A recent letter from a missionary in Israel tells how 
factory workers there, hearing that New Testaments were 
being given out, left their work and actually ran to 
receive New Testaments! This is the Lord’s doing, in 
answer to prayer! But our Campaign has urgent need 
for tens of thousands more New Testaments to place 
in the hands of Jews in the land of Israel, in North 
and South America, and among Jews in other lands, 





JEWS SAVED BY GOD’S WORD 





Jews in one city in South America who recently accepted Christ through réading 
New Testaments provided by the Million Testaments Campaigns. 





Here are some of the urgent needs: 60,000 more copies 
of our English Prophecy Testament for Jews in many 
lands; 35,000 Spanish New Testaments for Jews in South 
America; 15,000 Yiddish New Testaments; 5,000 Hebrew 
New Testaments; and 50,000 Italian Testaments for the 
spiritually starved people of Italy. This makes a total of 
165,000 New Testaments that are urgently needed in our 
work of winning souls to Christ with the Word of God. 


A THRILLING BOOK FREE 


WHEN THE FARE FELL For a limited time we 
‘eee are sending a free copy of 

>| i “When the Fire Fell”—a 
x: \ é | thrilling book on revival— 
o% to each one who sends at 
least $2.00, and if possible 
much more, for our work. 
It tells of Heaven-sent re- 
re PRAYER AND REVIVAL vivals in Israel, in Eng- 
x ieeabenscnd land, Scotland; and Wales, 


and in our own land. 


By George T. 8. Davis 








A pastor wrote that he valued this book more than 
any other in his library except his Bible. Do not delay! 
Send your gift today for providing God’s Word. The 
Lord will bless and reward you. 


A pastor ordered 100 copies of the book to give to 
praying people in his own church and in other churches 
to stir them up to pray for revival. 


oe Cut out along this line 





GEORGE T. B. DAVIS ssT 
Million Testaments Campaigns, Inc. 
Room 1303, 1505 Race St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Dear Mr. Davis: Enclosed find $______ for God’s Word, 
to help to win Jews to Christ in Israel, in South Americy 
and in other lands. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| “Please send me a free copy of “When the Fire Fell.” 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
i] 


Name — 





Street and No. —_— 








City Zone Sente____ ae 


Make checks payable to Million Testaments Campaigns, inc 








